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  I have sometimes heard people talk of the ‘elevator 
pitch’ which I understand to mean “Could you 
explain what you are about clearly to someone 
sharing an elevator ride with you between floors?” 
The gospel today gives Jesus’ elevator pitch. “You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 
your mind, all your strength and love your neighbor 
as yourself” Scribes and rabbis applied Jewish law 
to a great variety of situations but the core of it all is 
love. Love, said St Thomas Aquinas, is to will the 
good of the other. Love is all of a piece. The way we 
are with others is the way we are with God. And the 
way we are with others is essentially related to how 
we are with ourselves. 
 The first reading, from Exodus, puts meat on that 
bone. Israel, once freed, is not to behave like Egypt, 
exploiting the weak. Rather they will be judged on 
how they treat their most vulnerable neighbors, the 
alien, the widows, the orphans and the poor. We 
might call this a ‘morality of memory’ because God 
tells them they were once aliens and poor 
themselves. We could use some morality of memory 
in relation to the aliens, the suffering and the poor in 
our own society and in our world.
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Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time: In this Sunday’s Gospel we find the truth that 
loving God isn’t merely a matter of fervor in our hearts, but that it must be expressed in doing good for the 
sake of others. This month, through your gifts, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul was able to show that we 
indeed love our neighbors by assisting families, providing food, clothing, help with utilities and rental 
assistance. Thank You!
Respect Life - Please return your Horizon Pregnancy Clinic baby bottles with your donations next week!
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Did you know? October 28-29 || What 
are the rules about minors serving 
as volunteers?

It is the job of adults — not minors — to 
protect children from harm and abuse. 
However, many minors are also 
volunteers at school and at church, which 
sometimes makes it difficult to know what 
roles minors should play. Within programs 
or ministries, there should always be an 
adult in an official supervisory role. Minors 
should be helping, but never directly in 
charge of younger children. Meeting this 
standard can be challenging but it is 
important in keeping all children, including 
minor volunteers, safe. For more 
information, read the VIRTUS® article 
“Minors Who Are Serving or Assisting in 
Volunteer-Type Activities” at 
lacatholics.org/did-you-know.
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