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This Sunday we begin a series of three gospel 
stories from the gospel of John which the 
Church from ancient times has chosen to guide 
catechumens, that is those who are in the last 
stage of their spiritual preparation for Baptism.
Today it starts with the encounter between 
Jesus and the woman at the well. The dominant 
symbol is thirst and the water which slakes the 
thirst.  
  In the first reading from Exodus the people 
complain against Moses for having led them into 
a desert where they have nothing to drink. Their 
real question though is not so much about water 
as ‘Is God with us or not’. This is often the doubt 
we have when misfortune comes our way.
  When the woman meets Jesus and he tells her 
he is ‘living water’ she initially misunderstands, 
thinking he is speaking of a supply of ordinary 
water. But as the conversation develops, she 
comes to see that Jesus satisfies her deepest 
thirst, the thirst of her soul for love. In a lovely 
detail she leaves behind her bucket since she 
now has no need of it. She has found her ‘living 
water’ and is so transformed that she rushes off 
to share the experience with her neighbors.
The encounter with Jesus has moved her from 
isolation to community, from rejection to 
acceptance and from need to giving. 
  Please pray especially for our catechumens in 
these weeks that they have that transforming 
encounter with Jesus.
                                           Blessings,
                                           Fr. Jay
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