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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

THE RIGHT TIME
By: Fr. Mike Gleeson, Pastor

Sharon had been married to Rob for seven
years. They had two beautiful children. But Sharon's mother began to sense that her daughter was
starting to go through a hard time in her marriage.
One day she called Sharon and said, "If I pay for a
baby-sitter, will you go shopping with me tomorrow?" Sharon jumped at the invitation.
While eating lunch together the next day,
after shopping, Sharon's mother leaned over and
said to her: "I had a reason for asking you out today. I have something important to tell you. It’s
something my mother told me and asked me to
tell my daughter when the right time came. Mother called it: Three guidelines to a happy marriage.
“The first guideline is this: Never keep
score in marriage. Don't ever say to your spouse,
I’ve been doing more than my share. It’s not fair.
The day you begin to keep score is the day your
marriage begins to die.
The second guideline is this: Never be too
busy for your children. Don't ever say to them,
Can't you see I'm busy? Come back later. The
day you become too busy for your children is the
day your communication with them begins to die.
The third guideline is this: Never miss a
day praying for your family. Don't ever let 24
hours go by without talking to God about your
family. The day you stop conversing with God
about your family is the day you deprive them of
the greatest gift a mother can give."
As her mother finished, Sharon took her
mother's hand. Her eyes filled up with tears as
she said: "Mom, that's the most beautiful advice
you could give me. But why did you wait seven
years to tell me? Why didn't you tell me the day
Rob and I got married? It would have helped me
so much- so very much!"
Sharon 's mother said: "Honey, I wanted to
tell you the day that you and Rob got married.
Oh, how I wanted to tell you! I wanted to tell you
with all my heart. But I knew it wasn't the right
time. I knew you weren't ready then. I had to
wait for the right time- when you would understand what I was talking about."

I like that story. One reason why I like it,
of course, is the beauty and wisdom it contains.
But I also like it for another reason. It helps me
understand something very important about today's feast: The Baptism of Jesus. When we read
the Gospels carefully and prayerfully, we find
ourselves asking this question: Why did Jesus
wait so long to begin his preaching? Why didn't
he begin his preaching in his twenties, rather than
wait until he was thirty?
To put it another way, why did Jesus remain in Nazareth for thirty long years, when he
knew the whole world was crying out for what he
had to say? What in the world was Jesus waiting
for?
The answer to that question is simple, but
important. Jesus was waiting for John the Baptist
to call the people to repentance. Here we need
some background information to understand why
this was so. Up until the time that John called the
people to repentance, no Jews ever thought of
submitting to baptism. Jews practiced baptism,
but only for converts- people who came into Judaism from some other faith. Commenting on this,
William Barclay writes:
"No Jew ever conceived that he, a member
of God's chosen people ... could ever need baptism. Baptism was for sinners, and no Jew ever
conceived of himself as a sinner shut out from
God." Now for the first time in their national history, the Jews realized their own sin and ... their
own need for God.
Never before had there been such a unique
national movement of penitence and of search for
God. "This was the very moment for which Jesus
had been waiting. Men [and women] were conscious of their sin and conscious of their need for
God." The Gospel of Saint Matthew, V ol. 1
And this brings us back to the story of Sharon and her mother- and how it helps us understand why Jesus waited so long to begin preaching
to the people of Israel.
It was because the people were not yet
ready for what Jesus had to say. Until they were
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conscious of their sins and conscious of their
need for God, they would not understand Jesus'
message.
And this brings us to the most important
point of all: how all this applies to our own
lives. Perhaps the most important application is
this: Jesus can't begin to act in our lives and
transform them until-like the people of Israelwe are ready to let him do it. Nor can Jesus do
anything to make us ready. Only we can do that.
And the way we make ourselves ready is the
way Sharon and Israel became ready. It is to
recognize and to admit that we cannot go it
alone in life. It is to recognize and to admit our
need for Jesus Christ.
Only when we have reached this point
can Jesus begin to act in our lives to transform
us into what God made us to be.
This is the good news contained in today's readings. This is the important message
that Jesus wants to share with us on this feast of
his Baptism. This is what we pray for as we return to the Lord's Table to break bread together.
We pray that we may recognize and admit our
need for Jesus. We pray that we may turn our
lives over to him and let him transform us and
bring us to a happiness that we never dreamed
possible.
Siempre Adelante,

Fr. Mike

NEXT WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday, January 19
5:00 p.m. Lector: Valerie MacRae
Sunday, January 20
8:00 a.m. Lector: Nancy Magruder
10:00 a.m. Lector: Chris Miraglia
12:00 Noon Lector: Audrey Hamamoto
5:00 p.m. Lector: Mon Bigelow

MASS INTENTIONS

† = Indicates Deceased

Sunday, January 13
8:00 a.m.
Lance Edwall
Marcy McConnell Flood
Louise Davis
10:00 a.m.
The Rios Family
†Brian Tempel
†Judy Klenk
12:00 Noon
Elda Las Pinas
†Teresa Leone
†Alba Lucy Elrod
5:00 p.m.
George Mora
Tricia Mora
Monday, January 14
8:00 a.m.
Philomena McCormack
Fergus McDermo
Joanie Allen
5:00 p.m.
Sandra Ryan
Chinedu Anumudu
Anne Ryan
Tuesday, January 15
8:00 a.m.
George & Tricia Mora
†Maria Guadalupe Gallo
5:00 p.m.
†Fr. Mike Gleeson
Chinedu Anumudu
Wednesday, January 16
8:00 a.m.
Dr. Sarata Guna lake (Birthday)
†Maria Guadalupe Gallo
†Fr. Mike Gleeson
5:00 p.m.
Mary & Archie McFadyen
Alan Daurio
Thursday, January 17
8:00 a.m.
†Maria Guadalupe Gallo
†Sandra Lukehart
†Fr. Mike Gleeson
5:00 p.m.
Harry McCabe
Bill Jeﬀ
Friday, January 18
8:15 a.m.
†Fr. Mike Gleeson
†Maria Guadalupe Gallo
5:00 p.m.
Elda Las Pinas
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fleming
Saturday, January 19
8:00 a.m.
†Fr. Mike Gleeson
Fr. George Reynolds
†Maria Guadalupe Gallo
5:00 p.m.
Elda Las Pinas
Helen Whitewell
†Alan Reyes & Vanessa Cease
Sunday, January 20
8:00 a.m.
Angel Alejandre
†Maria Guadalupe Gallo
10:00 a.m.
Fr. George Reynolds
†Brian Tempel
12:00 Noon
†Fr. Mike Gleeson
†Teresa Leone
5:00 p.m.
Elda Las Pinas
Margaret McGrath

COMMUNITY NEWS
Dear Friends,
My most grateful thanks for all your
support and wonderful generosity with the
gi cards. We were able to help many
needy families. You made their Christmas
very special. May God Bless all of you and
wishing you a Happy and Healthy New Year.
With Thanks and Prayers,

Sr. Claire

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
A er Jesus was bap zed, he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove
and a voice was heard “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well
pleased.” As we give to the poor, we also can hear
these same words. As you help those who are
suﬀering, known in your heart the truth of the
words “you are my beloved in whom I am well
pleased”.

People For Others (PFO)
January News
All are welcome to a end all PFO ac vi es. We
hope to see you at all ac vi es!
Potluck luncheon Date changed: Friday, January
18, 2019. Time: from 11:30 to 2:00 p.m. PFO
will provide ﬁsh, chicken, desserts, free Bingo
games and prizes, birthday bags to take home,
and other prizes.
PFO Mass & Rosary: Saturday, January 19, 2019
at 5:00 p.m. We pray the Rosary at 4:30 p.m.
Informa on Mee ng: Thursday, January 17,
2019 at 8:35 a.m. (a er the 8:00 a.m. mass.)
Invite a friend, come and meet new friends during our ac vi es.
Ques ons: John Gaudy 562-597-6917 or Jenny
Davidoﬀ 532-234-7043.
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PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
For The Sick Who Have Asked To Be Remembered In Prayer:
Marcey McConnell Flood
Lance Edwall
Elizabeth Cannata
Adam & Carla Mars
Sandee Bradley
DJ Barwick
Peggy Hasse
Dolores Lounsbury
Peggy Pen s
Walter Bordeaux
Ghusn Mhawji
Martha Burris
Frances Boudreau
Lee Hicks
Julienne Aoga
Sio Patolo
Kasiano Alai
Fiu Iosefo Aoga
Mulitalo Mikaele
Patricia Wolfe
Samuel McCarthy
Sherill S llwell
Jonathan Kolp
Frank Novak
Jean Wells
Karen Gingras
Alvin York
Jack Alva Cooper
Greg & Laurie Kelly
Larry Gaudy
Jill Lesko
Dave Wills
Henry Sarnecki
Bob Early
Jenni Rojas
Paxton Thompson
Rosa C. Lopez Diaz
Salvador Diaz
Rosa M. Vivar
Anna Salinas
Dennis Meza
Jessica Ortega
Erin Miskelly
Roman Romo
Jesus Palacios
Carna Ahmadzai
Marta R. De Quiros
Fernando J. Rodriguez
Anna Coles
Ruben Diaz
Kathy Statlander
Sharon Barre
Olivia Howard
Jan Wynn
Carlos Jaramillo
Jessica Rigsby
Cliﬀ Richard

John Cutler
Alberto J. Smith
Anita Digregorio
Nadine Roberts
Deb Sanders
Carmen Bernales
Ronald Collins
Kenny Collins
William Priest
Harry Lacave
Nanda Wijetunga
Bret Has ngs
Leo Lucie
Jeﬀrey Newon
Gerry Wooldridge
Florence Dissman
Peter Gutherie
Janine Schonert
Pedro Caceres
Ron Hoﬀman
Rowan Haynes
Michael Cu er
Tina Cruz
Jana Arevalos
Tom Maguire
Audrey Longaberger
Madeline Carleton
Marilyn Wissler
Mary Sturgeleski
Al S llwell
Michael Chu
Pat Perez
Alejandrina Lopez
Kathy Anderson
Ray Sanchez
Dorothea Jakubowski
Kimmi Stephens
Richard Digney
Kyndal Dasenbrock
Bengie Mendoza
Kimberly Baca
John Triesch
Ida Griﬃn
Arieanna Cramer
Marta Veliz
Anita Bendo
Ari Robledo
Mar n Sudders
Luis Serrano
Tim Bowers
Kevin Weelborg
Carlo Jamarillo
Collin Keith
Clara M. Jimenez
Bill Dasenbrock
Evelyn Greenwood

PRAYER LIST
O en mes family members and friends call us to ask
that we pray for individuals during a trying health issue.
Most of the me they do not call back to let us know if
the person is well. Please contact the Rectory if your
loved one can be removed from the Prayer list.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

SCHOOL NEWS

Children’s Catechumenate
Dismissal and parent mee ng for year two Children’s Catechumenate, following 10:00 mass,
Sunday, January 13, 2019 – 7th grade classroom.

Now Accep ng Applica on for 2019-2020
St. Cornelius School is now accep ng
applica ons for the 2019-2020 school year.
Transi onal Kindergarten (TK) and Kindergarten applica ons are due to the school oﬃce
EDGE Night
by January 31. Children applying for
Junior High Edge Night will be held on Tuesday,
Transi onal Kindergarten must be 4 years old
January 17th, in the Large Hall, from 7:00 – 8:30
by September 1, 2019. Children applying for
pm. All sixth, seventh and eighth graders of the
parish are welcome to join us for a fun, faith-ﬁlled Kindergarten must be 5 years old by
December 1, 2019. Kindergarten applicants
night of fellowship.
will be screened for readiness. Please call the
Safe Environment Trainings will be held during
school oﬃce at (562) 425-7813 or drop by to
regularly scheduled sessions, January 13-31, 2019, pick up an applica on packet. Applica ons
for Early Childhood, Elementary and Middle
are also available on the school website at
School religious educa on students. Students
www.stcornelius.net.
who have been opted out should remain home
for this session. Anyone wishing to change their
permission form may do so at any me. All
changes must be made in wri ng.

SAFEGUARD THE CHILDREN
Did you know?
Strive to be a ‘safe adult’ in a child’s life
One of the most common responses to stories from abuse vic ms who suﬀered in silence for years is, “Why did you wait so
long?” For many children, they wait because
they have no one they trust to talk to about
what’s happening to them. Many vic ms feel
ashamed and guilty. Take steps to become a
trusted adult to the children in your life. Tell
them you will listen without judgment or
punishment, even if they are scared to talk
about something. For a copy of the complete
VIRTUS® ar cle, “Safe Adults: What to Say
and Do,” visit h p://www.laarchdiocese.org/org/protec ng/Pages/
VIRTUS-Current-Online-Ar cles.aspx.

Open House, School Tours, and Pancake
Breakfast
Please join us on Sunday, January 27, 2019
from 9 a.m. to noon for the annual Open
House, school tours and pancake breakfast.
The annual book fair will also be held in the
Diehl Family Library from 9:00 a.m. to noon.
Pancake Breakfast ckets are $7.00 presale
or $8.00 at the door. Tickets may be purchased from any student athlete or the
school oﬃce. Breakfast includes; pancakes,
eggs, sausage, juice, and coﬀee.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
CATHOLIC BASEBALL LEAGUE
It's ge ng close to that me of year again! Time for
St. Cornelius Catholic Baseball! On December 15,
2018, registra on will open online to enroll your
child for the upcoming 2019 season. An "early bird"
registra on discount will be available December 15,
2018 thru January 6, 2019. Regular registra on
starts on January 7th and ends on January 27th.
Prac ces are set to start in February with games
beginning in March/Early April.
Thank you again and let's play ball! Open to all of
the parishioners and neighboring families. Boys and
Girls welcome. For addi onal informa on please
contact us at cougars@catholicbaseball.com

NEW SCHEDULE FOR THE
SAMOAN CHOIR
The Samoan Choir schedule is as follows:
1st Sunday - 8:00 a.m.
2nd Sunday - 12:00 Noon
3rd Saturday - 5:00 p.m.
4th Sunday - 5:00 p.m.
5th Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

BINGO
Every Friday come and play
Bingo! Doors open at 5pm and
Bingo starts at 6:30pm in the
large hall. A snack bar is available. We also have Pull-Tabs and
Flashboards. Ques ons, comments or concerns please contact the Rectory. (562)421-8966

RESPECT LIFE NEWS & NOTES
PENNIES FROM HEAVEN
Jan 19th and 20th is “Pennies from Heaven”
weekend. The St. Cornelius Respect Life Team
will be handing out baby bo les a er every
Mass. Please take one and ﬁll it with your pennies, dimes, nickels and dollars.
Your generous dona on will go to AudioGirl
Ministries to help with the purchase of their 5th
ultrasound machine.
Once an abor on-minded woman sees the ultrasound image of her unborn child there’s an
80%-85% chance she’ll choose life for her baby!
Pennies from Heaven is happening the same
weekend of the annual March for Life in
Washington, DC, and the anniversary of the
passing of Roe v Wade, which made abor on
legal in America.
Be a LIFE SAVER. Be a part of Pennies from
Heaven. Thank you!
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PARISH INFORMATION

PARISH DIRECTORY
Altar Servers
Roger and Connie Udabe
965-6485
stc808@yahoo.com
Bingo—Rectory
425-7813
Bereavement
Nancy Himes
928-2474
Cub Scouts
Shawn P. Kelly
714 -713-2015
Choir Director
Joe Patolo
421-8966
Cursillo
Frank Diaz
972-6195
Detention Ministry
Sr. Teresa Dougherty
429-0033
EM & Lector Coordinator
Michele Bradley
420-6481
Hospital Ministry
Frank Schmidt
225-7571
Knights of Columbus
Victor Magana
420-3214
People for Others
Jenny Davidoff
420-3425
John Gaudy
597-6917
Project Achieve
Kathy Cabral
810-1473
RCIA—Audrey Hamamoto 572-3427
AudreyH.StCornelius@gmail.com
Religious Education
Evelyn Padian
420-7613
Respect Life
Bridgette Flores
714-984-3427
scrlteam17@gmail.com
St. Vincent de Paul
Claudia Meza
421-8011
Safeguard the Children
Mary Brady
425-5541
Ushers
Sam McCarthy
594-8212
Weddings
Silvia Cerna
421-8966
Youth & Confirmation
Cristina Hull
420-7613

