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CORNER
THE EPIPHANY

STARS IN THE NIGHT
By: Fr. Mike Gleeson, Pastor

Carlos Carretto wrote a book called Letters
from the Desert. In the book he tells how, at the
age of 44, He joined a religious congregation
called the Little Brothers of Jesus. The Little
Brothers live in the Sahara and pray for the conversion of Arab peoples.
What was it like to live in the desert? What
did Carlo discover there? One thing he discovered was how beautiful the sky is at night. Carlo
writes: “the beauty of the night sky made me send
off for books on astronomy and maps of the sky;
and for months afterwards I spent all my free time
learning about the stars shining above me....
Kneeling on the sand I sank my eyes for hours and
hours in those wonders.... How dear they were to
me, those stars.... I had come to know them by
their names.... Now I could distinguish their color,
their size, their position, their beauty."
Besides being incredibly beautiful, the
stars also serve a practical purpose for desert
dwellers. Carlo writes: “Finding one's way in the
desert is much easier by night than by day....
Many times when searching for an Arab camp ... I
lost my way because the sun was too high in the
sky. But I waited for the night and found the road
again, guided by the stars."
Carlo's book helps us to appreciate the story of the Magi in today's gospel. Historians tell us
that the Magi were desert dwellers and star watchers. Like Carlo, they too studied the stars. Like
Carlo, they too knew them by name and followed
them when they were lost. Historians also tell us
that about the time of the Magi story there was a
mysterious worldwide expectancy concerning the
coming of a great world leader or king. Two famous Roman historians refer to this expectancy:
Tacitus in his Histories and Seutonius in his Life
of a Vespasian.
It is against this background that we must
read today's gospel. It describes the Magi seeing
a new star in the sky-a star that signaled the birth
of a new king. They followed the star across the
desert to Jerusalem- and, eventually, to Bethlehem. The gospel reading tells us more. It tells us

that while the Magi went to honor the new king,
Herod, the reigning king of Judea, plotted to kill
him. In the words of John's Gospel, "Jesus came
to what was his own, but his own people did not
accept him." John 1:11 Then referring to people
like the Magi, John says: "To those who did accept him he gave power to become children of
God." John 1:12
Matthew's story of the Magi serves as a
preview of Jesus' life. Jesus will be rejected by
many Jews, symbolized by Herod. But he will be
received by many Gentiles, symbolized by the
Magi.
This, the star in Matthew's story of the Magi is a symbol of hope, not just for Jews, but for
Gentiles as well. The star in Matthew's story of
the Magi is a symbol of Jesus. It tells us that God
loves us so much that God's only Son was sent
into the darkness of our world to save us.
Years ago an artist painted a striking picture. Its shows a single, solitary figure rowing a
boat at night across an endless sea of water. Off
in the distance is a single, solitary star, shining in
the night sky. The impression you get as you look
at the picture is this: "If that boatman ever loses
that star, he' lost."
What that painting says about that star, we
too could say about Jesus: "If we ever lose that
star, we are lost. Without that star, the world is
lost. Without that star, there is no hope. Without
that star, the human race is doomed.”
This brings us to a practical application
that the Magi story has for our lives. What the
star is for the Magi in the story in Matthew's Gospel, and what the star is for the boatman in the
artist's painting-a symbol of hope- we must be for
our world. We must be stars shining in the darkness.
For today Jesus is to be found not in Bethlehem but in the hearts and souls of his followers.
We are the stars in the darkness of our world,
pointing the way to Jesus. Paul uses this very image as he exhorts the Christians of his time, saying, "You shine like the stars in the sky." Philip-
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pians 2:15
And Jesus himself uses a similar image in
the Sermon on the Mount, saying to his followers, "You are the light of the world.... Your light
must shine before others, that they may see your
good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father."
Matthew 5:14, 16
Every time we forgive someone who has
treated us unjustly, a light shines in the darkness
of our world- and points the way to Jesus. Every time we open the door of our hearts to the
lonely or the homeless, a light shines in the
darkness of our world- and points the way to Jesus. Every time we reach out a hand to feed the
hungry, a star lights up the darkness of our
world- and points the way to Jesus.
The feast of the Epiphany invites us to
ask ourselves to what extent we are turning on
lights in the darkness of our world-and lighting
the way to Jesus. This is what the feast of the
Epiphany is all about. It's not just the story
about a star that lit up the darkness of the ancient
world and pointed the way to Jesus. It's also a
story about you and me becoming stars in the
darkness of our world and leading other magi to
Jesus. This is what the feast of the Epiphany is
all about. This is what we celebrate today.
Siempre Adelante,

Fr. Mike

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday, January 12
5:00 p.m.
Fr. George Reynolds
Lector:
Pam Branch
Sunday, January 13
8:00 a.m.
Fr. Padraig Gleeson
Lector:
Dan Bradley
10:00 a.m. Fr. Bill McLean
Lector:
Mary Kriebel
12:00 Noon Fr. George Reynolds
Lector
John Carillo
5:00 p.m.
Fr. Padraig Gleeson
Lector
Marco Lopez

MASS INTENTIONS

† = Indicates Deceased

Sunday, January 06
8:00 a.m.
†John G. Weisenborn
†Raymond Zilink
Tricia Jimenez
10:00 a.m.
†Brian Tempel
The Hasse Family
12:00 Noon
†Teresa Leone
The Leone Family
Elda Las Pinas
5:00 p.m.
The Bell Family
The Cohen Family
Monday, January 07
8:00 a.m.
Lance Edwall
Marion Dougherty
5:00 p.m.
†Guido Polano
†Phe Tran
Tuesday, January 08
8:00 a.m.
Grace Grano
Kathleen Hauck
5:00 p.m.
Mack Aoga
Sesilia Aoga
Wednesday, January 09
8:00 a.m.
Souls in Purgatory
5:00 p.m.
Sr. Claire
Sr. Teresa
Thursday, January 10
8:00 a.m.
George Mora
Tricia Mora
5:00 p.m.
Charles Aoga
Julienne Aoga
Qiuness Patolo
Friday, January 11
8:15 a.m.
St. Cornelius School Children
St. Cornelius Faculty & Staﬀ
5:00 p.m.
†Wayne Hakins
†Robin Bell
Saturday, January 12
8:00 a.m.
Grace Grano
The Medina Family
5:00 p.m.
Rich & Darlene Boucher
Joe & Audrey Hamamoto
Sunday, January 13
8:00 a.m.
Lance Edwall
Marcy McConnell Flood
10:00 a.m.
The Rios Family
†Brian Tempel
12:00 Noon
Elda Las Pinas
†Teresa Leone
†Alba Lucy Elrod
5:00 p.m.
George Mora
Tricia Mora

3

ADULT FAITH & SPIRITUALITY
ATTENTION EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS & LECTORS
If you have not received the new Eucharis c
Minister & Lector schedule for the next quarter,
please contact the Rectory or download it from
the church website. Your con nued service is a
blessing. Thank you!

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Today we celebrate the feast of
the Epiphany, where the Magi ﬁnd
the newborn king and oﬀer him
gi s of gold, frankincense and
myrrh. In the spirit of the Magi, please put your
gi in the St. Vincent de Paul Poor Box or your
Green Envelope so that comfort and peace can
once again be given to a newborn child.

NEW SCHEDULE FOR THE
SAMOAN CHOIR
The Samoan Choir schedule is as follows:
1st Sunday - 8:00 a.m.
2nd Sunday - 12:00 Noon
3rd Saturday - 5:00 p.m.
4th Sunday - 5:00 p.m.
5th Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
For The Sick Who Have Asked To Be Remembered In Prayer:
Marcey McConnell Flood
Lance Edwall
Elizabeth Cannata
Adam & Carla Mars
Sandee Bradley
DJ Barwick
Peggy Hasse
Dolores Lounsbury
Peggy Pen s
Walter Bordeaux
Ghusn Mhawji
Martha Burris
Frances Boudreau
Lee Hicks
Julienne Aoga
Sio Patolo
Kasiano Alai
Fiu Iosefo Aoga
Mulitalo Mikaele
Patricia Wolfe
Samuel McCarthy
Sherill S llwell
Jonathan Kolp
Frank Novak
Jean Wells
Karen Gingras
Alvin York
Jack Alva Cooper
Greg & Laurie Kelly
Larry Gaudy
Jill Lesko
Dave Wills
Henry Sarnecki
Bob Early
Jenni Rojas
Paxton Thompson
Rosa C. Lopez Diaz
Salvador Diaz
Rosa M. Vivar
Anna Salinas
Dennis Meza
Jessica Ortega
Erin Miskelly
Roman Romo
Jesus Palacios
Jim Kline
Carna Ahmadzai
Marta R. De Quiros
Fernando J. Rodriguez
Anna Coles
Ruben Diaz
Kathy Statlander
Sharon Barre
Olivia Howard
Jan Wynn
Carlos Jaramillo
Jessica Rigsby

Cliﬀ Richard
John Cutler
Alberto J. Smith
Anita Digregorio
Nadine Roberts
Deb Sanders
Carmen Bernales
Ronald Collins
Kenny Collins
William Priest
Harry Lacave
Nanda Wijetunga
Bret Has ngs
Leo Lucie
Jeﬀrey Newon
Gerry Wooldridge
Florence Dissman
Peter Gutherie
Janine Schonert
Pedro Caceres
Ron Hoﬀman
Rowan Haynes
Michael Cu er
Tina Cruz
Jana Arevalos
Tom Maguire
Audrey Longaberger
Madeline Carleton
Marilyn Wissler
Mary Sturgeleski
Al S llwell
Michael Chu
Pat Perez
Alejandrina Lopez
Kathy Anderson
Ray Sanchez
Dorothea Jakubowski
Kimmi Stephens
Richard Digney
Kyndal Dasenbrock
Bengie Mendoza
Kimberly Baca
John Triesch
Ida Griﬃn
Arieanna Cramer
Marta Veliz
Anita Bendo
Ari Robledo
Mar n Sudders
Luis Serrano
Tim Bowers
Kevin Weelborg
Carlo Jamarillo
Collin Keith
Clara M. Jimenez

PRAYER LIST
O en mes family members and friends call us to ask
that we pray for individuals during a trying health issue.
Most of the me they do not call back to let us know if
the person is well. Please contact the Rectory if your
loved one can be removed from the Prayer list.
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YOUTH MINISTRY
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
All sessions resume this week:
Sunday, January 6, 2019 – Early Childhood, Children’s Liturgy of the Word and dismissal for year
two Children’s Catechumenate candidates (grades
4 – 8), resumes during 10:00 am mass.
Sunday, January 13, 2019 – Dismissal and parent
mee ng for year two Children’s
Catechumenate, immediately following 10:00 am
mass, 7th grade classroom.
January 13-31, 2019 - Safe Environment Trainings
will be held during regularly scheduled sessions
for Early Childhood, Elementary and Middle
School religious educa on students. Students
who have been opted out should remain home
for this session. Anyone wishing to change their
permission form may do so at any me. All
changes must be made in wri ng.

SAFEGUARD THE CHILDREN
Did you know?
New Year’s Resolu on:
Become a mandatory reporter
Even if the legal requirements for mandatory
repor ng may not cover your speciﬁc posion, as Catholics, we are called to protect
the vulnerable at all mes, and that may
mean repor ng on inappropriate behavior
that puts a child at risk. The only way we can
prevent abuse is to learn the signs and take
ownership for the safety of children in our
communi es. To read more from the VIRTUS® ar cle “Make a New Year’s Resolu on
to Become a Mandatory Reporter,” visit
h p://www.la-archdiocese.org/org/
protec ng/Pages/VIRTUS-Current-OnlineAr cles.aspx.

SCHOOL NEWS
Now Accep ng Applica on for 2019-2020
St. Cornelius School is now accep ng
applica ons for the 2019-2020 school year.
Transi onal Kindergarten (TK) and Kindergarten applica ons are due to the school oﬃce
by January 31. Children applying for
Transi onal Kindergarten must be 4 years old
by September 1, 2019. Children applying for
Kindergarten must be 5 years old by
December 1, 2019. Kindergarten applicants
will be screened for readiness. Please call the
school oﬃce at (562) 425-7813 or drop by to
pick up an applica on packet. Applica ons
are also available on the school website at
www.stcornelius.net.
Open House, School Tours, and Pancake
Breakfast
Please join us on Sunday, January 27, 2019
from 9 a.m. to noon for the annual Open
House, school tours and pancake breakfast.
The annual book fair will also be held in the
Diehl Family Library from 9:00 a.m. to noon.
Pancake Breakfast ckets are $7.00 presale
or $8.00 at the door. Tickets may be purchased from any student athlete or the
school oﬃce. Breakfast includes; pancakes,
eggs, sausage, juice, and coﬀee.

55

COMMUNITY NEWS
CATHOLIC BASEBALL LEAGUE
It's ge ng close to that me of year again! Time for
St. Cornelius Catholic Baseball! On December 15,
2018, registra on will open online to enroll your
child for the upcoming 2019 season. An "early bird"
registra on discount will be available December 15,
2018 thru January 6, 2019. Regular registra on
starts on January 7th and ends on January 27th.
Prac ces are set to start in February with games
beginning in March/Early April.
Thank you again and let's play ball! Open to all of
the parishioners and neighboring families. Boys and
Girls welcome. For addi onal informa on please
contact us at cougars@catholicbaseball.com

PEOPLE FOR OTHERS (PFO)
January News
Potluck luncheon: Friday, January 11, 2019.
Time: from 11:30 to 2:00 p.m.
PFO will provide ﬁsh, chicken, desserts, free
Bingo games and prizes, birthday bags to take
home, and other prizes.
PFO Mass & Rosary: Saturday, January 12,
2019 at 5:00 p.m. We pray the Rosary at 4:30
p.m.
Informa on Mee ng: Thursday, January 10,
2019 at 8:35 a.m. (a er the 8:00 a.m. mass.)
We are looking for volunteers. Please help us
bring a smile to the forgo en residents of local
Rest Homes and Convalescent Homes, and by
helping others in the community. Invite a
friend, come and meet new friends during our
ac vi es.
Ques ons: John Gaudy 562-597-6917 or
Jenny Davidoﬀ 532-234-7043.
All are welcome to a end all PFO ac vi es.
We hope to see you at all ac vi es!

RESPECT LIFE NEWS & NOTES

Presented by St. Lawrence Martyr
January 11, 2019 @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Learn how to speak up in defense of life!
The Power of 7 – Eﬀec ve Pro-Life Replies to
7 Common Pro-Abor on Arguments.
AGM co-founders Sylvia Aimerito and Lori
Rae Mar n will be presen ng this powerful,
pro-life tutorial. Event is presented by the
Respect Life Team at St. Lawrence Martyr
----------------------------------------------------------The Respect Life Ministry at St. Irenaeus
will be sponsoring an
Evening Rosary Concert for Life
at St. Irenaeus on January 29th at 7:00PM
5201 Evergreen Avenue in Cypress, CA
Because of the adult theme,
small children are not recommended.
Teenagers or conﬁrma on students
are encouraged to a end.
Please contact Corrine Alcaino via email
at: cmalcaino@ca.rr.com or phone at 310415-2525 or you may contact Anita Fuller at
714-615-0542 Put it on your calendar today!

COMMUNITY NEWS
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