St. Cornelius Church

5500 Wardlow Rd., Long Beach, CA 90808
(562) 421-8966
www.stcorneliuslb.org
FEAST OF THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
(Holy Day of Obligation)

Vigil—December 7th
at 5:00 p.m.
Saturday December 8th

8:00 a.m. and
12 Noon

Evening Mass—5:00 p.m.
2nd Sunday of Advent

FEAST OF OUR LADY
OF GUADALUPE
December 12th
5:00 a.m. Las Mananitas

6:00 a.m. Mass (Bilingual)

8:00 a.m. Morning Mass
5:00 p.m. Evening Mass

The music will be provided
by Mariachis
If you would like to donate roses for this
celebration, please contact
Mariana at (562) 857-8522 or bring
them to the church on December 11th.

11
1

PASTOR’S
PASTOR’SCORNER
CORNER
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

MISSED OPPORTUNITIES
By: Fr. Mike Gleeson, Pastor

In November of 1988, the Dallas Morning
News ran a front-page story about a house that burned
down killing five people. What made the story especially tragic was that sonny Simpson, the house’s
owner, had been planning for two weeks to install a
smoke alarm.
Simpson told reporters that it was something
that he kept putting off because he was too busy with
other things. Now five of his loved ones are dead, and
there’s nothing he—or anyone else—can do to bring
them back to life.
That tragic story hits close to home with all of
us. There are so many things that we want to do, but
we keep putting them off—for some reason or another.
There are fathers who want to get to know
their sons better but keep putting it off for some reason or another. There are husbands and wives who
want to deepen their relationship with their spouse but
keep putting it off—for some reason or another.
There’s a human tendency in all of us to put
things off. But a closer look shows that maybe that’s
not the whole story. A closer look shows that perhaps
our problem isn’t that of putting things off. Rather,
it’s that of missing opportunities.
During those two weeks when Sonny Simpson
was planning to install a smoke alarm, I’m sure he
could have found time to do it. He simply missed the
opportunities.
The same is true of us. Our days are full of
missed opportunities to do things we want to do—or
ought to do.
Jesus has something to say about all of this in
today’s Gospel. Talking about his return at the end of
the world, he says of that all-important moment:
“Be on guard…
The great day will suddenly close in on you
like a trap…
So be on the watch.
Pray constantly.”
Be ready for that all-important moment.
Jesus is warning us about getting so involved
with the ordinary things of life that we forget about
the more important things of life. Jesus is warning us
about getting so involved in this life that we forget
about the next life.
And I ask you, sisters and brothers, which life
is more important: the few years that we spend in this

world, or the eternity of years that we will spend in
the world to come?
Be on guard! Watch! Pray! These are three
important instructions. That’s why Advent is such an
important season in the liturgical year.
The word Advent means “coming.” The word
underscores Advent’s purpose. It’s to make ready for
the coming of Jesus.
And the coming we’re to make ready for is not
just the liturgical reliving of Jesus’ first coming 2,000
years ago. It’s also the liturgical reliving of his second coming at the end of time.
The season of Advent is like the ancient Roman God Janus, for whom the month of January is
named. He is depicted in art as having two faces.
One face looks backward into the past; the other looks
forward into the future.
And so today we stand at the midpoint between these two great moments in the history of the
world. Our job in Advent, therefore, is twofold.
First, it is to relive Israel’s anticipation of the
coming of the Messiah into history. It’s to prepare for
the celebration of Christmas, when we relive the incredible mystery by which the Son of God took flesh
and lived among us.
We rejoice in the birth of Jesus Christ. And
we rejoice in our own spiritual rebirth that he made
possible by his physical birth.
Second, our job in Advent is to anticipate Jesus’ final coming at the end of time. It’s to prepare
for that incredible moment when Jesus return in power
and majesty to take us with him into the eternal glory
of his Father’s heavenly kingdom.
Blessed will you be if you can say, when Jesus
comes, “Welcome, Lord. After all these years of
watching and making ready it’s good to see you faceto-face.”
And blessed will you be if Jesus can say to
you in return, “Welcome, dearest friend. After all
these years of watch you prepare, it’s indeed good to
meet you face-to-face.”
This is the purpose of Advent. It’s to make
ourselves ready. It’s to remind ourselves not to become so busy with affairs of this world that we miss
the opportunities God gives us to be ready for the next
world.
Siempre Adelante,

Fr. Mike

LITURGY
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WEEKEND MASSES

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, December 08
5:00 p.m.
Fr. Mike Gleeson
Lector:
Valerie MacRae
Sunday, December 09
8:00 a.m.
Fr. George Reynolds
Lector:
Pat Reyes
10:00 a.m. Fr. Bill McLean
Lector:
Margaret Phillips
12:00 Noon Fr. Mike Gleeson
Lector
Audrey Hamamoto
5:00 p.m.
Fr. George Reynolds
Lector
Michael Dermody

Sunday, December 02
8:00 a.m.
†John G. Weisenborn
†John Edwards
10:00 a.m.
Kiana Francis Rios (Birthday)
Hasse Family
†Brian Tempel
12:00 Noon
Mercedes Gonzalez & Family
Glenn Quinn
5:00 p.m.
The Kalomas Family
Diana Chavez
Monday, December 03
8:00 a.m.
†Benedict Kim
Savannah Monks
5:00 p.m.
Grace Grano
Keith Bell
Tuesday, December 04
8:00 a.m.
†Catherine Briggs
†Kevin Cohen
5:00 p.m.
Melecita Capitulo
†Richard Selsor
Wednesday, December 05
8:00 a.m.
Bonnie Rupslank
Grace Grano
5:00 p.m.
†Martha Lynch
Lance Edwall
†Ben Sevilla
Thursday, December 06
8:00 a.m.
Joseph & Delta Mallek
Souls in Purgatory
5:00 p.m.
Fr. George Reynolds
Fr. Mike Gleeson
Friday, December 07
8:15 a.m.
St. Cornelius School Children
St. Cornelius Faculty & Staﬀ
5:00 p.m.
Patrick Dinh
John Bap st Thang
The People of the 5pm Mass
Saturday, December 08
8:00 a.m.
†Barbara McCullough
†Rosa Querido
5:00 p.m.
N. Russell Edwards
Grace Grano
†Esther Valenzuela
Sunday, December 09
8:00 a.m.
The People of St. Cornelius
The Priests of St. Cornelius
10:00 a.m.
†Brian Tempel
†Judy Klenkf
12:00 Noon
Mack Aoga (Birthday)
Joseph Aoga (Birthday)
†Mercedes Gonzalez
5:00 p.m.
The Deacons of St. Cornelius
†Fernando Sanchez

First Sunday of Advent

Strengthen Your Hearts
How good is good enough? Do you have to be perfect to get to heaven? In the second reading this
Sunday, Paul seems to think so when he tells us to
be "blameless in holiness" (1 Thess 3:13.) Now Paul
never considered himself as perfect. But even with
his weakness, Paul always did the best he could. So
what should we strive for? Maybe we can take a
hint from his phrase "strengthen your hearts."
Think of athletes who try to do their best. A great
ball player takes ba ng prac ce every day to improve his average. Good athletes are always looking for ways to improve themselves. The keep in
shape so they can be stronger, faster, smarter. That
same a tude is what Paul means by "strengthen
your hearts." And Advent is a good me to start.
As we prepare to celebrate the coming of the Lord,
we can get ourselves in spiritual shape. Spiritual
reading can give us a stronger prayer life. But if our
spiritual reading just makes us feel good, we may
be was ng our me. Hopefully, it will lead us to try
praying more o en and more seriously. Likewise,
we can read about volunteering to feed the poor,
but making the commitment and doing it is what
strengthens the heart. Then as the Gospel says, we
may have "the strength. . .to stand before the Son
of Man." (Lk 21:36)
Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co

† = Indicates Deceased
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ADULT FAITH & SPIRITUALITY
FAITH AND FICTION
St. Cornelius Book Discussion Group
The next mee ng of the book club will be held
on December 10 at 7:30pm, in the school
library. The book we will be discussing is
“Barking to the Choir” by Gregory Boyle. You
are welcome to join us. For more info, call Katy
Ellis at 607-1100.

GIFT CARDS FOR CHRISTMAS
St. Cornelius Parish has a long tradi on of helping others at Christmas me through Sr. Claire’s
outreach program. Gi cards make it easy to
meet anyone’s needs. Gi card envelopes are
provided near all the exits of the church.
Please put your gi cards in the envelope
provided and ﬁll out the store and amount of
the gi card on the front. Deposit your gi card
envelopes in the Sunday collec on basket, or
the rectory mailbox by Sunday, December 16th.
Thanks for helping to make someone else’s
Christmas a li le brighter!

ATTENTION EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS & LECTORS
If you have not received the new Eucharis c
Minister & Lector schedule for the next quarter,
please contact the Rectory or download it from
the church website. Your con nued service is a
blessing. Thank you!

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
For The Sick Who Have Asked To Be Remembered In Prayer:
Marcey McConnell Flood
Lance Edwall
Elizabeth Cannata
Adam & Carla Mars
Sandee Bradley
DJ Barwick
Peggy Hasse
Dolores Lounsbury
Peggy Pen s
Walter Bordeaux
Ghusn Mhawji
Martha Burris
Frances Boudreau
Lee Hicks
Julienne Aoga
Sio Patolo
Kasiano Alai
Fiu Iosefo Aoga
Mulitalo Mikaele
Patricia Wolfe
Samuel McCarthy
Sherill S llwell
Jonathan Kolp
Frank Novak
Jean Wells
Karen Gingras
Alvin York
Jack Alva Cooper
Greg & Laurie Kelly
Diane Reed
Larry Gaudy
Jill Lesko
Dave Wills
Henry Sarnecki
Bob Early
Jenni Rojas
Paxton Thompson
Rosa C. Lopez Diaz
Salvador Diaz
Rosa M. Vivar
Anna Salinas
Dennis Meza
Jessica Ortega
Erin Miskelly
Roman Romo
Jesus Palacios
Jim Kline
Carna Ahmadzai
Marta R. De Quiros
Fernando J. Rodriguez
Anna Coles
Ruben Diaz
Kathy Statlander
Sharon Barre
Olivia Howard
Jan Wynn
Carlos Jaramillo

Jessica Rigsby
Cliﬀ Richard
John Cutler
Alberto J. Smith
Anita Digregorio
Nadine Roberts
Deb Sanders
Carmen Bernales
Ronald Collins
Kenny Collins
William Priest
Harry Lacave
Nanda Wijetunga
Bret Has ngs
Leo Lucie
Jeﬀrey Newon
Gerry Wooldridge
Florence Dissman
Peter Gutherie
Janine Schonert
Pedro Caceres
Ron Hoﬀman
Rowan Haynes
Michael Cu er
Tina Cruz
Jana Arevalos
Tom Maguire
Audrey Longaberger
Madeline Carleton
Marilyn Wissler
Mary Sturgeleski
Al S llwell
Michael Chu
Pat Perez
Alejandrina Lopez
Kathy Anderson
Ray Sanchez
Dorothea Jakubowski
Kimmi Stephens
Richard Digney
Kyndal Dasenbrock
Bengie Mendoza
Kimberly Baca
John Triesch
Ida Griﬃn
Arieanna Cramer
Marta Veliz
Anita Bendo
Ari Robledo
Mar n Sudders
Kathleen Hauck
Dianna Chavez
Luis Serrano
Tim Bowers
Kevin Weelborg

PRAYER LIST
O en mes family members and friends call us to ask
that we pray for individuals during a trying health issue.
Most of the me they do not call back to let us know if
the person is well. Please contact the Rectory if your
loved one can be removed from the Prayer list.
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YOUTH MINISTRY
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

CONFIRMATION NEWS

Greenery Has Arrived!
Greenery orders are here and being distributed!
Orders will be delivered to the students’ classrooms and parish orders are available for pick
up. We have a variety of extra items for sale.
Stop by the table behind church to view available
pieces. Once again, we thank you for your generous support of this fundraiser.

Conﬁrma on Year 1 Class:
Next Class is Sunday, December 9th, 9:00 am 1:00 pm Please dress appropriately for Mass Celebra on. Deposit ($100) for Retreat Due on this
day. Please make check payable to "St. Cornelius"
write your child's name on the memo line.

Children’s Catechumentate
Sunday dismissals for the Year 2 Children’s Catechumenate (older students in grades 4 – 8) will
begin on on Sunday, December 9, 2018, dismissing from the 10:00 am mass. Please a end mass
as a family and have your student follow Mrs.
Hannan when the dismissal is called.
Early Childhood Christmas Pageant
The children in the Early Childhood program will
be presen ng their annual Christmas program
Sunday, December 16th, a er the 10:00 am
mass. Prepare to be charmed and entertained!
Please join us in the church as they present the
true meaning of Christmas. Refreshments immediately following program in the small hall.
Las Posadas
The students in the religious educa on program
will be par cipa ng in a tradi onal Las Posadas
Join the journey as we follow along with Mary
and Joseph as they search for shelter. All parishioners are invited to join us on this journey,
Thursday, December 20th, 3:45 PM, star ng in
the church.
EDGE Night
Junior High Edge Night will be held on Thursday,
December 20th, in the Large Hall, from 7:00 –
8:30 pm. Join us as we explore the hidden
meaning of several popular Christmas songs. All
sixth, seventh and eighth graders of the parish
are welcome to join us for a fun, faith-ﬁlled night
of fellowship.

Conﬁrma on Year 2 Class:
Next Class is Sunday, December 16, 9:00 am –
Noon Since we will be a ending 5:00 pm Mass on
Saturday, we won't be a ending Noon Mass on
Sunday. Candidates will be dismissed at Noon.
Balance for Retreat Due on this day. Please make
checks payable to "St. Cornelius" write your child's
name on the memo line.
LifeNight:
Our second LifeNight of the year is Saturday, December 15th 5:00 - 8:30 p.m.
We will meet at 4:40 in the large hall then walk
over and a end 5:00 p.m. Mass together.
Remember to dress appropriately for Mass Celebra on. Year 1 students please bring a 12 pk of
your favorite drink. Year 2 students please bring a
dessert to share (enough for 12)
Our guest speaker is Teresa Arredondo, she will be
speaking on "The Holy Family" Our musical guest
is our very own Sara Lobato. It's going to be a
great night!
Youth Group: Wednesday nights 7:30 - 9:00 in the
large hall (please use Bellﬂower entrance into the
large hall). Open to all High School aged students
wishing to learn more about their Catholic Faith
and/or wan ng to meet fellow Catholic teens.
Bible Study:
Join our bible study for young adults! We meet
every Monday 7:00 - 8:30 at Mrs. Cristy's house. If
you have already been conﬁrmed and wish to connue learning about your faith please come join
us. We are studying the book of John. This is open
to young adults newly conﬁrmed up to age 29. For
more informa on please
email cristyhull@gmail.com or call 562-420-7613.

55

COMMUNITY NEWS

People For Others (PFO)
News December 2018
Everyone is welcome to a end PFO’s December ac vi es. Help us bring a smile to the forgo en residents of local Rest Homes and Convalescent Homes, and by helping others in our
community. Invite a friend, come and meet
new friends during our ac vi es.
Potluck luncheon: Friday, December 14, 2018.
Time: from 11:30 to 2:00 p.m. PFO will provide ham, turkey, desserts, drawing of Christmas baskets, December’s birthday bags to take
home, and other prizes. Music and entertainment will be provided by: The Ukulele group.
St. Cornelius’ parishioner Norma Duﬀy plays
the ukulele in this group of 20-25
people.
PFO Mass & Rosary: Saturday, December 15,
2018 at 5:00 p.m. We pray the Rosary at 4:30
p.m.
PFO Mee ng: Thursday, December 13, 2018 at
8:35 a.m. (a er the 8:00 a.m. mass.)

RESPECT LIFE NEWS & NOTES
YOUR WONDERFUL GENEROSITY...
has helped AudioGirl Ministries purchase FOUR
ultrasound machines, placing them at these
pro-life pregnancy centers:
Horizon Pregnancy Clinic (in-house and mobile
unit), Dr. Elsa Garcia Family Medicine, and
Dr. Baggot at Guadalupe Medical Clinic
Once an abor on-minded woman sees the ultrasound of her unborn child there's an 80-85%
she'll choose life. This year alone...
Horizon Pregnancy Clinic is repor ng 197 babies
saved Dr. Elsa Garcia is repor ng 20 babies
saved Dr. Baggot is repor ng 350 babies saved
Ultrasound machines are LIFE SAVERS...
AND they save moms and dads from a life me
of regret.
Thank YOU for Helping Save Lives!

We hope to see you at all three ac vi es!

CANDLES
Candles can be purchased in the Rectory for $5.00 during regular oﬃce hours.
The ligh ng of the candles is the
responsibility of the buyer. These candles were specially made and do not
damage the outside holder. We ask that NO OUTSIDE CANDLES be brought in as they have been
known to sha er. Thank you for your
coopera on in this ma er.

HPC IS SEARCHING FOR VOLUNTEERS:
MALE DRIVERS (Mobile Van)
BOARD MEMBERS
BABY STORE COORDINATOR
SEXUAL INTEGRITY SPEAKERS
15061 Springdale Street, Ste. 109
Hun ngton Beach, CA 92649
Contact: Oﬃce: 714-897-7500
Text: 657-204-6507
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COMMUNITY NEWS
POINSETTIA
DISTRIBUTION
Thank you St. Cornelius
parishioners for your support of Cub Scout Pack 205
and our 2018 poinse a
fundraiser! All personal poinse as prepurchased for home will be distributed a er
EACH mass this Sunday December 2nd. Any
plants not picked up will be moved to the St.
Cornelius School lobby for pick up during the
week. Poinse a plants purchased for the
church will soon be placed on that altar. Poinse as purchased for Long Beach VA Hospital
and Long Beach Rescue Mission will be handdelivered with personalized holiday cards by
the Scouts December 2nd a ernoon. Cub Scout
Pack 205 thanks you again for your support!

PARISH DIRECTORY
Altar Servers
Roger and Connie Udabe
965-6485
stc808@yahoo.com
Bingo—Rectory
425-7813
Bereavement
Nancy Himes
928-2474
Cub Scouts
Shawn P. Kelly
714 -713-2015
Choir Director
Joe Patolo
421-8966
Cursillo
Frank Diaz
972-6195
Detention Ministry
Sr. Teresa Dougherty
429-0033
EM & Lector Coordinator
Michele Bradley
420-6481
Hospital Ministry
Frank Schmidt
225-7571
Knights of Columbus
Victor Magana
420-3214
People for Others
Jenny Davidoff
420-3425
John Gaudy
597-6917
Project Achieve
Kathy Cabral
429-3835
RCIA—Audrey Hamamoto 572-3427
AudreyH.StCornelius@gmail.com
Religious Education
Evelyn Padian
420-7613
Respect Life
Bridgette Flores
714-984-3427
scrlteam17@gmail.com
St. Vincent de Paul
Claudia Meza
421-8011
Safeguard the Children
Mary Brady
425-5541
Ushers
Sam McCarthy
594-8212
Weddings
Silvia Cerna
421-8966
Youth & Confirmation
Cristina Hull
420-7613

