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PASTOR’S
PASTOR’SCORNER
CORNER
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH

BECOMING AN ADULT
By: Fr. Mike Gleeson, Pastor

Years ago H.V. Morton wrote a fascinating
book called in the Steps of the Master. I describe
how he went to the Holy Land and retraced all the
steps that the Bible says Jesus took 2,000 years ago.
One Sabbath morning he was walking through the
narrow streets of Jerusalem’s Old City.
Suddenly he came upon an old synagogue.
Morton went inside and found it arranged just as
synagogues were when Jesus lived. The women sat
in one section, and the men sat in another. So, too,
Morton found the synagogue service to be much as it
was when Jesus lived. It was a blend of prayer,
songs, and readings from the Scriptures.
After the service, Morton went outside. There
he found a boy of about twelve conversing with
some older men with beards. They listened attentively each time the boy spoke. Sometimes they nodded
in agreement. Sometimes they peered over their
glasses and frowned in disagreement. All the while
the boy stood his ground respectfully.
When the conversation ended, the boy gave a
little bow to the bearded men and went on his way.
That's when it struck Morton. The sight he had just
witnessed was very much like the one described in
today's gospel: where Mary and Joseph find Jesus in
the Temple, conversing with the teachers.
An ancient Jewish book, called the Talmud,
says of a Jewish boy: "At five he must begin sacred
studies; at ten he must learn about the religious traditions of his ancestors; at thirteen he must know God's
law and begin to practice as all adults do." Today,
the religious rite of Bar Mitzvah celebrates the Jewish boy's passage from childhood to young adulthood. Similarly, the Jewish girl's passage from
childhood to young adulthood is celebrated in the
rite of Bas Mitzvah.
In modern Israel, the Bar Mitzvah rite often
terminates with the boy's going to the Israeli frontier.
There he spends a brief time serving as an armed
guard for his country. Or the boy may give blood to
be used in transfusions for the sick.
In other words, when the Jewish child reaches
young adulthood, the child assumes adult responsibilities. It is right here that today's gospel contains a
special lesson for all young people and for all adults.
For young people, it says that there's a time in life

when we begin to experience the first movements
out of childhood into adulthood.
We begin to think for ourselves and to ask
questions about things that we never thought about
before. From a religious point of view, it says that
there is a time in life when we must make our own
the faith that we received from our parents. There is
a time when we must begin to make the transition
from being Christian by birth to being Christian by
choice. In other words, it's a time when we make the
transition from cultural, or childhood, faith to adult,
or convictional, faith.
This is a terribly important time for both
young people and their parents. And, no doubt, this
is one reason why St. Luke recorded the story of Jesus that we find in today's gospel.
Sometimes the transition from a childhood to
an adult faith is reasonably smooth. At other times it
is terribly painful. This is because our childhood
faith must die before our adult faith can be born.
In his book The Restless Believers, Jolin Kirvan has a moving description of how the death of
childhood faith can affect a young person. He
quotes a high school student as saying: "I don 't
know what 's gone wrong, but I just don't believe
like I used to.
When I was in grade school and. for the first
couple years of high school I was real religious,
and now I just don't seem to care." The death of one's
childhood faith can make young people feel sick of
heart- even guilty. This is un fortunate, for they are
simply going through an important stage of their
faith growth. They are making the transition from
childhood faith to adult faith.
Here, even adult Christians need to keep
something in mind. It is this: The process of acquiring an adult faith is process that never ends. It is a
process that goes on, to some extent, all of our lives.
This is why even adults experience occasional times
of darkness and difficulty in their faith.
This is brings us back to today's gospel. It
describes Jesus' transition from religious childhood
to religious adulthood. And it suggests that this transition was trying not only for Jesus but also for his
parents. It was trying not because Jesus or his parents did anything wrong. It was trying because they
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had a human side. In other words, Jesus felt the
death of his childhood and the birth of his adulthood, as every human being does.
After all, Scripture itself tells us that he was
like us in all things but sin. And Mary and Joseph
had to adjust to the death of Jesus the child and the
birth of Jesus the adult- and that wasn't easy. The
final paragraph of today's gospel is especially helpful here. It holds an important lesson for us to
grasp on this feast of the Holy Family. It reads:
"Jesus went with his parents back to Nazareth, and
was obedient to them; and Mary kept all these
things that happened in the Temple in her heart."
In other words, both Jesus and his parents
lived out the transition from Jesus' childhood to his
adulthood in harmony and understanding. On Jesus' side this meant obedience, even when this was
difficult in his striving for adulthood and independence. On Mary arid Joseph's side, it meant patience and praying for guidance in this critical period of their child's life.
This is the lesson of today's gospel story.
This is the message of today's feast. This is the
grace for which we all pray for together in today's
liturgy.

Siempre Adelante,

Fr. Mike

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday, January 05
5:00 p.m.
Fr. Padraig Gleeson
Lector:
Pam Branch
Sunday, January 06
8:00 a.m.
Fr. Bill McLean
Lector:
Dan Bradley
10:00 a.m. Fr. Padraig Gleeson
Lector:
Mary Kriebel
12:00 Noon Fr. George Reynolds
Lector
John Carillo
5:00 p.m.
Fr. George Reynolds
Lector
Marco Lopez

MASS INTENTIONS

† = Indicates Deceased

Sunday, December 30
8:00 a.m.
†Erwin Sarte
†Robert Cisternino
10:00 a.m.
Julienne Aoga (Birthday)
†Brian Tempel
12:00 Noon
George & Tricia Mora
The Cohen Family
5:00 p.m.
Joe & Audrey Hamamoto
Rich & Darlene Boucher
Monday, December 31
8:00 a.m.
Paka Tuiloma (Birthday)
†Brian Tempel
†Erwin Saute
5:30 p.m.
Chinedu Anumudu
†Chris an Gonzalez
†Mario Posada
Tuesday, January 01
8:00 a.m.
The To Family
The Nunez-Vivar
12:00 Noon
The Aoga Family
The Ruiz Family
Wednesday, January 02
8:00 a.m.
Lena Tino Aoga
Wendy Ruiz
5:00 p.m.
Sr. Claire
†Augusto Aliviado
Thursday, January 03
8:00 a.m.
Lance Edwall
Donna Be s
5:00 p.m.
George Mora
Tricia Mora
Friday, January 04
8:15 a.m.
Souls in Purgatory
5:00 p.m.
The People of the 5pm Mass
Saturday, January 05
8:00 a.m.
The Cohen Family
The Hogan Family
5:00 p.m.
The Bell Family
†David Sherwood
Sunday, January 06
8:00 a.m.
†John G. Weisenborn
†Raymond Zilink
10:00 a.m.
†Brian Tempel
The Hasse Family
12:00 Noon
†Teresa Leone
The Leone Family
5:00 p.m.
The Bell Family
The Cohen Family

3

ADULT FAITH & SPIRITUALITY
ATTENTION EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS & LECTORS
If you have not received the new Eucharis c
Minister & Lector schedule for the next quarter,
please contact the Rectory or download it from
the church website. Your con nued service is a
blessing. Thank you!

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Today is the feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, and
so we can celebrate that we all belong to the holy family of God
which makes us brothers and sisters to each other.
At Christmas this year, through your gi s, the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul was able to bring
the joy and hope to our “brothers and sisters”
who are poor. Bless you!

CANDLES
Candles can be purchased in the Rectory for $5.00 during regular oﬃce hours.
The ligh ng of the candles is the
responsibility of the buyer. These candles were specially made and do not
damage the outside holder. We ask that NO OUTSIDE CANDLES be brought in as they have been
known to sha er. Thank you for your
coopera on in this ma er.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
For The Sick Who Have Asked To Be Remembered In Prayer:
Marcey McConnell Flood
Lance Edwall
Elizabeth Cannata
Adam & Carla Mars
Sandee Bradley
DJ Barwick
Peggy Hasse
Dolores Lounsbury
Peggy Pen s
Walter Bordeaux
Ghusn Mhawji
Martha Burris
Frances Boudreau
Lee Hicks
Julienne Aoga
Sio Patolo
Kasiano Alai
Fiu Iosefo Aoga
Mulitalo Mikaele
Patricia Wolfe
Samuel McCarthy
Sherill S llwell
Jonathan Kolp
Frank Novak
Jean Wells
Karen Gingras
Alvin York
Jack Alva Cooper
Greg & Laurie Kelly
Diane Reed
Larry Gaudy
Jill Lesko
Dave Wills
Henry Sarnecki
Bob Early
Jenni Rojas
Paxton Thompson
Rosa C. Lopez Diaz
Salvador Diaz
Rosa M. Vivar
Anna Salinas
Dennis Meza
Jessica Ortega
Erin Miskelly
Roman Romo
Jesus Palacios
Jim Kline
Carna Ahmadzai
Marta R. De Quiros
Fernando J. Rodriguez
Anna Coles
Ruben Diaz
Kathy Statlander
Sharon Barre
Olivia Howard
Jan Wynn
Carlos Jaramillo

Jessica Rigsby
Cliﬀ Richard
John Cutler
Alberto J. Smith
Anita Digregorio
Nadine Roberts
Deb Sanders
Carmen Bernales
Ronald Collins
Kenny Collins
William Priest
Harry Lacave
Nanda Wijetunga
Bret Has ngs
Leo Lucie
Jeﬀrey Newon
Gerry Wooldridge
Florence Dissman
Peter Gutherie
Janine Schonert
Pedro Caceres
Ron Hoﬀman
Rowan Haynes
Michael Cu er
Tina Cruz
Jana Arevalos
Tom Maguire
Audrey Longaberger
Madeline Carleton
Marilyn Wissler
Mary Sturgeleski
Al S llwell
Michael Chu
Pat Perez
Alejandrina Lopez
Kathy Anderson
Ray Sanchez
Dorothea Jakubowski
Kimmi Stephens
Richard Digney
Kyndal Dasenbrock
Bengie Mendoza
Kimberly Baca
John Triesch
Ida Griﬃn
Arieanna Cramer
Marta Veliz
Anita Bendo
Ari Robledo
Mar n Sudders
Luis Serrano
Tim Bowers
Kevin Weelborg
Carlo Jamarillo
Collin Keith
Clara M. Jimenez

PRAYER LIST
O en mes family members and friends call us to ask
that we pray for individuals during a trying health issue.
Most of the me they do not call back to let us know if
the person is well. Please contact the Rectory if your
loved one can be removed from the Prayer list.
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YOUTH MINISTRY
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

SCHOOL NEWS

Holiday Closure:
The Oﬃce of Religious Educa on will be
closed through January 5, 2019. Sessions
will resume the week of January 6th.

Now Accep ng Applica on for 2019-2020
St. Cornelius School is now accep ng applica ons for the 2019-2020 school year. Transional Kindergarten (TK) and Kindergarten
applica ons are due to the school oﬃce by
January 31. Children applying for Transi onal
Kindergarten must be 4 years old by September 1, 2019. Children applying for Kindergarten must be 5 years old by December 1,
2019. Kindergarten applicants will be
screened for readiness. Please call the school
oﬃce at (562) 425-7813 or drop by to pick
up an applica on packet. Applica ons are
also available on the school website at
www.stcornelius.net.

Upcoming Dates to remember:
Sunday, January 6, 2019, Dismissal for
Children’s Catechumenate candidates
(grades 4 – 8).
Thursday, January 10, 2019, Religious
Educa on sessions resume.
Informa on for THE LOS ANGELES RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CONGRESS is available
online, www.recongress.org or in the Religious educa on Oﬃce. St. Cornelius oﬀers
hospitality for all a endees. Join us for
lunch and dinner at the Marrio Residence
Inn/Anaheim Resort, directly east of the
Conven on Center Parking structure.
Please R.S.V.P. to Kristyn Padian at (562)
420-7613

Open House, School Tours, and Pancake
Breakfast
Please join us on Sunday, January 27, 2019
from 9 a.m. to noon for the annual Open
House, school tours and pancake breakfast.
The annual book fair will also be held in the
Diehl Family Library from 9:00 a.m. to noon.
Pancake Breakfast ckets are $7.00 presale
or $8.00 at the door. Tickets may be purchased from any student athlete or the
school oﬃce. Breakfast includes; pancakes,
eggs, sausage, juice, and coﬀee.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
CATHOLIC BASEBALL LEAGUE
It's ge ng close to that me of year again! Time for
St. Cornelius Catholic Baseball! On December 15,
2018, registra on will open online to enroll your
child for the upcoming 2019 season. An "early bird"
registra on discount will be available December 15,
2018 thru January 6, 2019. Regular registra on
starts on January 7th and ends on January 27th.
Prac ces are set to start in February with games
beginning in March/Early April.

RESPECT LIFE NEWS & NOTES
FROM OUR RESPECT LIFE TEAM
TO ALL OF YOU; WE WISH YOU A
HAPPY NEW YEAR FOR 2019!

Thank you again and let's play ball! Open to all of
the parishioners and neighboring families. Boys and
Girls welcome. For addi onal informa on please
contact us at cougars@catholicbaseball.com

PEOPLE FOR OTHERS (PFO)
January News
Potluck luncheon: Friday, January 11, 2019.
Time: from 11:30 to 2:00 p.m.
PFO will provide ﬁsh, chicken, desserts, free
Bingo games and prizes, birthday bags to take
home, and other prizes.

Presented by St. Lawrence Martyr
January 11, 2019 @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Learn how to speak up in defense of life!
The Power of 7 – Eﬀec ve Pro-Life Replies to
7 Common Pro-Abor on Arguments.
AGM co-founders Sylvia Aimerito and Lori Rae Mar n
will be presen ng this powerful, pro-life tutorial.
Event is presented by the Respect Life Team at
St. Lawrence Martyr

PFO Mass & Rosary: Saturday, January 12,
2019 at 5:00 p.m. We pray the Rosary at 4:30
p.m.
Informa on Mee ng: Thursday, January 10,
2019 at 8:35 a.m. (a er the 8:00 a.m. mass.)
We are looking for volunteers. Please help us
bring a smile to the forgo en residents of local
Rest Homes and Convalescent Homes, and by
helping others in the community. Invite a
friend, come and meet new friends during our
ac vi es.
Ques ons: John Gaudy 562-597-6917 or
Jenny Davidoﬀ 532-234-7043.
All are welcome to a end all PFO ac vi es.
We hope to see you at all ac vi es!

WE ARE CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR MUSICIANS/BANDS WHO
WOULD LIKE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MASS FOR LIFE ON THE
1ST SUNDAYS OF THE MONTH IN 2019. IF YOU OR GROUP ARE
ALREADY IN THE MUSIC MINISTRY AT ST. CORNELIUS AND ARE
INTERESTED, PLEASE LET US KNOW. YOU CAN CONTACT US @
SCRLTEAM17@GMAIL.COM

COMMUNITY NEWS
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