











YOUTH MINISTRY 4

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

Christmas Closure

There will be no Religious Education sessions,
Sunday, December 23, 2018 through January 5,
2019. The Office of Religious Education will be
closed. Sessions and dismissals will resume the
week of January 6, 2019.

Wishing you many blessings for a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Information for THE LOS ANGELES RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION CONGRESS is available online,
www.recongress.org or in the Religious education
Office.

SCHOOL NEWS

Now Accepting Application for 2019-2020
St. Cornelius School is now accepting appli-
cations for the 2019-2020 school year. Transi-
tional Kindergarten (TK) and Kindergarten
applications are due to the school office by
January 31. Children applying for Transitional
Kindergarten must be 4 years old by Septem-
ber 1, 2019. Children applying for Kindergar-
ten must be 5 years old by December 1,
2019. Kindergarten applicants will be
screened for readiness. Please call the school
office at (562) 425-7813 or drop by to pick
up an application packet. Applications are
also available on the school website at
www.stcornelius.net.

Open House, School Tours, and Pancake
Breakfast

Please join us on Sunday, January 27, 2019
from 9 a.m. to noon for the annual Open
House, school tours and pancake breakfast.
The annual book fair will also be held in the
Diehl Family Library from 9:00 a.m. to noon.

Pancake Breakfast tickets are $7.00 presale
or $8.00 at the door. Tickets may be pur-
chased from any student athlete or the
school office. Breakfast includes; pancakes,
eggs, sausage, juice, and coffee.

No Bingo
Due to the Christmas holiday there is no Bin-
go on December 28.



COMMUNITY NEWS

CATHOLIC BASEBALL LEAGUE

It's getting close to that time of year again! Time for
St. Cornelius Catholic Baseball! On December 15,
2018, registration will open online to enroll your
child for the upcoming 2019 season. An "early bird"
registration discount will be available December 15,
2018 thru January 6, 2019. Regular registration
starts on January 7th and ends on January 27th.
Practices are set to start in February with games
beginning in March/Early April.

Thank you again and let's play ball! Open to all of
the parishioners and neighboring families. Boys and
Girls welcome. For additional information please
contact us at cougars@catholicbaseball.com

PEOPLE FOR OTHERS (PFO)

January News

Potluck luncheon: Friday, January 11, 2019.
Time: from 11:30 to 2:00 p.m.

PFO will provide fish, chicken, desserts, free
Bingo games and prizes, birthday bags to take
home, and other prizes.

PFO Mass & Rosary: Saturday, January 12,
2019 at 5:00 p.m. We pray the Rosary at 4:30
p.m.

Information Meeting: Thursday, January 10,
2019 at 8:35 a.m. (after the 8:00 a.m. mass.)
We are looking for volunteers. Please help us
bring a smile to the forgotten residents of local
Rest Homes and Convalescent Homes, and by
helping others in the community. Invite a
friend, come and meet new friends during our
activities.

Questions: John Gaudy 562-597-6917 or
Jenny Davidoff 532-234-7043.

All are welcome to attend all PFO activities.
We hope to see you at all activities!

RESPECT LIFE NEWS & NOTES
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Meet the Face of the Millennial Anti-Abortion
Movement. Lila Rose, now 30, became a high-
profile anti-abortion activist after she pretended to
be a 13-year-old and infiltrated Planned Parenthood
in 2008 hoping to get the organization de-funded.
This put Live Action, the nonprofit she founded as a
home schooled 15-year-old in her parents’ San Jose
living room, on the map. She has become a national
voice defending the unborn.

WANT TO KNOW WHEN THERE IS A PROLIFE
EVENT GOING ON IN YOUR AREA? CHECK OUT THIS
WEBSITE “PROLIFE EVENTS”AND TYPE IN YOUR ZIP
CODE. http://prolifeevents.org/

WANT TO READ ARTICLES AND WATCH YOUTUBE
VIDEQOS OF INTERVIEWS WITH FELLOW LOVERS OF
LIFE. CHECK OUT “CALENDAR FOR LIFE” AND SEE
THE MOST CUTTING-EDGE ARTICLES ABOUT
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE PROLIFE MINISTRY.
http://www.calendarforlife.org/index.php

The Power of 7

@

For smartphones, tablets,
and Chromebook.

Learn how to
speak up
for the unborn!

Visit AudioGirlMinistries.com for more info
and direct links to The Power of 7 app!



A woman was sitting in front of her fireplace.
She was all alone, thinking about the Christmas sto-
ry. The more she thought about it, the more incredi-
ble she thought it was. Why would the Creator of
the universe decide to become human and live
among us? And if God actually did decide to do this,
why would God choose to be born in total poverty in
a shelter for animals?

The whole thing didn't make sense. In fact, it
seemed absurd. It seemed ridiculous.

Just then the woman was interrupted by a
strange sound outside. she couldn't imagine what it
was, so she went to the window and looked out.
There in the moonlight on the snow-covered lawn
she saw about a dozen geese. They were crying out
frantically and staggering about, dazed and confused.

The geese had apparently dropped out of the
flight formation of a larger flock flying south for the
winter. The sight of the exhausted geese stumbling
about in the cold snow moved the woman to pity.
She put on her coat, went outside, an opened the
door to her warm garage.

Then she tried to herd the geese into the gar-
age. But the more the woman tried to help them, the
more frightened the geese became.

Soon they were scattered all across the lawn.
Instead of helping them, she was making matters
worse for them. Finally, after about twenty minutes
of trying, the woman gave up. As she stood there in
the moonlight, looking at the frightened geese, she
realized that they had no idea that she was trying to
help them. They had no idea that she was their
friend, not their enemy.

Then a strange thought came to the woman.
She thought that if just for one minute she could be-
come one of them-an ordinary goose-and talk to
them in their language, she could explain to them
what she was trying to do.

And then it hit her. That's what Christmas is
all about. It's about God looking from heaven upon
the human race, staggering about dazed and con-
fused, like the geese in the woman's yard. It's about
God looking from heaven upon the human race and
pitying them, as the woman pitied the geese in her
yard.

It's about God looking from heaven and say-

ing what the woman said about the geese: "If just for
a minute I could become one of them, and talk to
them in their language, I could tell them how much I
love them and want to help them."

At that moment the Christmas story suddenly
made sense. It was no longer incredible.

It was too beautiful for words. And that’s
what Christmas is all about. It' about God looking
from heaven and seeing the human race frightened
and confused. It's about God becoming human to let
the human race knows how much their Creator loves
them.

But Christmas is about something even more.
It' about God becoming one of us and communi-
cating to the human race as are of God's own love
and concern. It's about God becoming one of us and
giving to the human race the power to do for one an-
other what God did for them

About a month before Christmas in 1965, a
power failure blacked out New York City. The dis-
aster occurred at the height of the evening rush hour.
Just when darkness was descending upon the city.
Thousands of commuters were trapped in pitch black
tunnels and darkened trains. Thousands were caught
in crowded elevators between the floors of skyscrap-
ers. The people helped one another. They worked
together to help the elderly and the handicapped.
You could hear people singing on commuter trains
an in the darkened corridors of skyscrapers

The blackout and the nearness to Christmas
helped the people to discover a depth of goodness in
themselves that they never knew they possessed.
One reporter used these words of the prophet Isaiah
to describe the miracle: “The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great light; Upon those who
dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone." Isaiah
9:1

This is what Christmas is all about. It's about
God taking on flesh and becoming a member of the
human race. It's about God becoming one of us and
showing the human race how much their Creator
loves them. It's about God giving the human race the
power to do for one another what God does for us.

Siempre Adelante,

Fr. Mcke



