St. Cornelius Church

5500 Wardlow Rd., Long Beach, CA 90808
(562) 421-8966
www.stcorneliuslb.org
Monday, December 24
Christmas Eve
3:30 p.m. Samoan Choir - Church
(Music program begins at 3:00 p.m.)
3:30 p.m. Children's Choir - Large Hall
5:30 p.m. Organist & Cantor
10:00 p.m. Adult Choir (Music program begins at 9:30 p.m.)
Tuesday,. December 25th
Christmas Day
8:00 a.m., and 11:00 a.m.
There will be no evening Mass
NEW YEAR’S EVE MASS SCHEDULE
Monday, New Year’s Eve
8:00 a.m., and 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, January 1, 2019
New Year’s Day
8:00 a.m., & 12:00 Noon
No Evening Mass

11
1

PASTOR’S
PASTOR’SCORNER
CORNER
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

THE LITTLE PRINCE
By: Fr. Mike Gleeson, Pastor

There's a story called The Little Prince. It's a
delightful story, simple enough to be enjoyed by children, yet profound enough to be appreciated by adults.
The Little Prince is an alien from another planet. One
day he finds himself stranded on earth. Naturally, he's
lost and confused. One inhabitant on earth who helps
him very much is an animal, a fox. Eventually, a deep
friendship develops between the two. At one point the
Little Prince and the fox must go their separate ways.
Just before they do, the fox insists on setting the
exact time for their next meeting. They agree on four
o'clock of a certain day. When the Little Prince asks the
fox why he wants to set the time so exactly, the fox says,
"If I know you're coming at four o'clock, then I'll begin
to be happy at three o'clock."
The Fourth Sunday of Advent is like that. It begins a week of special anticipation. Christmas is only a
few days away. And like the fox, we are already beginning to feel happy as we prepare for the arrival of another "little prince," the Prince of Peace.
Our hearts are already beginning to fill up with
joy. And the joy that fills them is the same joy that
filled the heart of John the Baptist in today's gospel reading.
It's the joy that made him jump inside his mother's womb when he experienced the approach of Mary.
What John experienced and made him jump was a powerful magnetic presence. It was a presence so powerful
that he could feel it with his whole being. It was a presence so magnetic that he was drawn to it with every fiber
of his existence. It was a presence that we have all experienced at rare moments in our lives. It was the presence
of Jesus himself.
There's a famous old hymn by John Peterson. It
describes the joy of heaven. A portion of the lyrics reads
"Over the sunset mountains, Heaven awaits for
me; Over the sunset mountains, Jesus my Savior I'll
see."
When Peterson tried to market the hymn, the
publishers told him to take Jesus out of the fourth line
and expand the idea of heaven, using ordinary images to
illustrate what its joy will be like. Peterson refused, saying that the joy of heaven consists in the presence of Jesus. "If you take Jesus away from heaven," he said,
"you take away the joy of heaven." You take away the
joy that made John the Baptist jump in his mother's
womb.:
The difference between the presence of Jesus
and the absence of Jesus is illustrated by a novel called
The Apostle. The story takes place in early Rome about

the time the Apostle Paul was martyred.
A striking scene occurs toward the end of the
novel. Hundreds of Christians are condemned to death
for their faith.
They are lowered into a dark dungeon through a
tiny trapdoor. They will not see the light of day again
until they are hauled back up through the trapdoor and
taken to the arena to be destroyed by wild beasts, for the
amusement of Roman spectators.
Meanwhile, they wait in total darkness. The atmosphere in the dungeon is one of profound sadness.
Everyone in it is doomed to die a terrible death. Suddenly the trapdoor opens. As shaft of daylight pierces
the darkness. The prisoners below grow deathly silent.
As they do, they can’t believe what they see and hear. A
new prisoner is being lowered into the dungeon to await
death with them. But unlike them, he is not sad. He is
singing and praising God at the top of his voice. "Who
is this man?" everyone asks. Then the word spreads like
wildfire. The new prisoner is the Apostle Paul.
Paul’s joy and happiness are so contagious that
everyone in the dungeon begins to join him in singing
and praising God. In a matter of seconds, the coming
and presence of Paul transform the dungeon from a place
of sadness and despair into a place of joy and hope.
This striking scene gives us a faint idea of how
the coming and presence of Jesus on the first Christmas
transformed our world from a place of sadness to a place
of joy. It also gives us a faint idea of how Jesus' coming
and presence will transform the world at the end of time.
It is these two comings that we prepare for in the season
of Advent. It is the anticipation of these two comings
that begins to fill us with joy today.
In brief, then, the joy of anticipation that we are
beginning to experience today is not only the joy of anticipating Jesus' first coming on Christmas, but also-and
especially-the joy of anticipating his second coming at
the end of time. It is the joy of anticipating that day
when, in the words of the Book of Revelation, "[God]
will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there shall be
no more death or mourning, wailing or pain." Revelation
21:4
It is the joy of anticipating the day when we will
discover for ourselves what Paul describes so beautifully, saying:
"Eye has not seen, ear has not heard, nor has it
so much as dawned on [the human heart] what God has
prepared for those who love God."1 Corinthians 2:9
Siempre Adelante,

Fr. Mike

LITURGY
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WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday, December 29
5:00 p.m.
Fr. George Reynolds
Lector:
Wade Perry
Sunday, December 30
8:00 a.m.
Fr. Bill McLean
Lector:
Joe Theuma
10:00 a.m. Fr. Padraig Gleeson
Lector:
Katy Ellis
12:00 Noon Fr. George Reynolds
Lector
Jessica Gip
5:00 p.m.
Fr. Mike Gleeson
Lector
George Mora

MASS INTENTIONS

† = Indicates Deceased

Sunday, December 23
8:00 a.m.
Virginia Butler
Elizabeth Gaudy
10:00 a.m. †Irene Snyder
†Brian Tempel
†Joseph Arnold
12:00 Noon †Alba Lucy Elrod
†Tom & Rosemary Steinbroner
5:00 p.m.
†Joyce Antrobius
The Bell Family
George & Tricia Mora
Monday, Christmas Eve, December 24
8:00 a.m.
†Anthony Paracca
†Brian Tempel
†Al Gabel
3:30 p.m.
†Myles Nolan
Church
The Nolan Family
†N. Russell Edwards
3:30 p.m.
People of St. Cornelius
L. Hall
Deacons of St. Cornelius
5:30 p.m.
Romeo & Editha Reapor
†Alba Lucy Elrod
†Mario Posada
10:00 p.m. †The Ciriack Family
†Fred & Mildred Be s

Tuesday, Christmas Day, December 25
8:00 a.m.
†Mr. McCormick
Michael Timoney
†Lore a Silvestre
11:00 a.m. †Brian Tempel
†Maria Santos
†Eugenio Jala
†Reuben Lopez
Wednesday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
†Rosanne Poyer
The Poyer Family
5:00 p.m.
†Robin Bell
The Bell Family
Thursday, December 27
8:00 a.m.
Keith Bell
The Hogan Family
5:00 p.m.
Yen Nguyen
Rosemarie Capino
Sonia Cruz
Friday, December 28
8:15 a.m.
Kathleen Hauck
Lance Edwall
5:00 p.m.
Wayne Diulio
George & Tricia Mora
Saturday, December 29
8:00 a.m.
Marion Dougherty
†Carmelita Perucho
5:00 p.m.
Nicole Soccio
Sr. Claire
Sunday, December 30
8:00 a.m.
†Erwin Sarte
†Robert Cisternino
10:00 a.m. Julienne Aoga (Birthday)
†Brian Tempel
12:00 Noon George & Tricia Mora
The Cohen Family
Joe & Audrey Hamamoto
5:00 p.m.
Rich & Darlene Boucher
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ADULT FAITH & SPIRITUALITY
GIFT CARDS FOR CHRISTMAS
St. Cornelius Parish has a long tradi on of helping
others at Christmas me through Sr. Claire’s
outreach program. Gi cards make it easy to meet
anyone’s needs. Gi card envelopes are provided
near all the exits of the church. Please put your gi
cards in the envelope provided and ﬁll out the
store and amount of the gi card on the front. Deposit your gi card envelopes in the Sunday collecon basket, or the rectory mailbox. Thanks for
helping to make someone else’s Christmas a li le
brighter!

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
In today’s Gospel John the Bap st
says, “Whoever has two cloaks
should share with the person who
has none. And whoever has food
should do likewise…” Christmas is
a me of love and gi giving…please share
your abundance by giving a gi to the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul so that those who do not
have clothes and food can share in the blessings of Christmas.

Please pray for the soul of

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
For The Sick Who Have Asked To Be Remembered In Prayer:
Marcey McConnell Flood
Lance Edwall
Elizabeth Cannata
Adam & Carla Mars
Sandee Bradley
DJ Barwick
Peggy Hasse
Dolores Lounsbury
Peggy Pen s
Walter Bordeaux
Ghusn Mhawji
Martha Burris
Frances Boudreau
Lee Hicks
Julienne Aoga
Sio Patolo
Kasiano Alai
Fiu Iosefo Aoga
Mulitalo Mikaele
Patricia Wolfe
Samuel McCarthy
Sherill S llwell
Jonathan Kolp
Frank Novak
Jean Wells
Karen Gingras
Alvin York
Jack Alva Cooper
Greg & Laurie Kelly
Diane Reed
Larry Gaudy
Jill Lesko
Dave Wills
Henry Sarnecki
Bob Early
Jenni Rojas
Paxton Thompson
Rosa C. Lopez Diaz
Salvador Diaz
Rosa M. Vivar
Anna Salinas
Dennis Meza
Jessica Ortega
Erin Miskelly
Roman Romo
Jesus Palacios
Jim Kline
Carna Ahmadzai
Marta R. De Quiros
Fernando J. Rodriguez
Anna Coles
Ruben Diaz
Kathy Statlander
Sharon Barre
Olivia Howard
Jan Wynn
Carlos Jaramillo

Jessica Rigsby
Cliﬀ Richard
John Cutler
Alberto J. Smith
Anita Digregorio
Nadine Roberts
Deb Sanders
Carmen Bernales
Ronald Collins
Kenny Collins
William Priest
Harry Lacave
Nanda Wijetunga
Bret Has ngs
Leo Lucie
Jeﬀrey Newon
Gerry Wooldridge
Florence Dissman
Peter Gutherie
Janine Schonert
Pedro Caceres
Ron Hoﬀman
Rowan Haynes
Michael Cu er
Tina Cruz
Jana Arevalos
Tom Maguire
Audrey Longaberger
Madeline Carleton
Marilyn Wissler
Mary Sturgeleski
Al S llwell
Michael Chu
Pat Perez
Alejandrina Lopez
Kathy Anderson
Ray Sanchez
Dorothea Jakubowski
Kimmi Stephens
Richard Digney
Kyndal Dasenbrock
Bengie Mendoza
Kimberly Baca
John Triesch
Ida Griﬃn
Arieanna Cramer
Marta Veliz
Anita Bendo
Ari Robledo
Mar n Sudders
Luis Serrano
Tim Bowers
Kevin Weelborg
Carlo Jamarillo
Collin Keith
Clara M. Jimenez

TERESA LEONETTI
Teresa was a long me parishioner
of St. Cornelius and will be
dearly missed.
May She Rest in Peace.

PRAYER LIST
O en mes family members and friends call us to ask
that we pray for individuals during a trying health issue.
Most of the me they do not call back to let us know if
the person is well. Please contact the Rectory if your
loved one can be removed from the Prayer list.
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YOUTH MINISTRY
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

SCHOOL NEWS

Christmas Closure

Now Accep ng Applica on for 2019-2020
St. Cornelius School is now accep ng applica ons for the 2019-2020 school year. Transional Kindergarten (TK) and Kindergarten
applica ons are due to the school oﬃce by
January 31. Children applying for Transi onal
Kindergarten must be 4 years old by September 1, 2019. Children applying for Kindergarten must be 5 years old by December 1,
2019. Kindergarten applicants will be
screened for readiness. Please call the school
oﬃce at (562) 425-7813 or drop by to pick
up an applica on packet. Applica ons are
also available on the school website at
www.stcornelius.net.

There will be no Religious Educa on sessions,
Sunday, December 23, 2018 through January 5,
2019. The Oﬃce of Religious Educa on will be
closed. Sessions and dismissals will resume the
week of January 6, 2019.

Wishing you many blessings for a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Informa on for THE LOS ANGELES RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION CONGRESS is available online,
www.recongress.org or in the Religious educa on
Oﬃce.

Open House, School Tours, and Pancake
Breakfast
Please join us on Sunday, January 27, 2019
from 9 a.m. to noon for the annual Open
House, school tours and pancake breakfast.
The annual book fair will also be held in the
Diehl Family Library from 9:00 a.m. to noon.
Pancake Breakfast ckets are $7.00 presale
or $8.00 at the door. Tickets may be purchased from any student athlete or the
school oﬃce. Breakfast includes; pancakes,
eggs, sausage, juice, and coﬀee.
No Bingo
Due to the Christmas holiday there is no Bingo on December 28.

COMMUNITY NEWS
CATHOLIC BASEBALL LEAGUE
It's ge ng close to that me of year again! Time for
St. Cornelius Catholic Baseball! On December 15,
2018, registra on will open online to enroll your
child for the upcoming 2019 season. An "early bird"
registra on discount will be available December 15,
2018 thru January 6, 2019. Regular registra on
starts on January 7th and ends on January 27th.
Prac ces are set to start in February with games
beginning in March/Early April.
Thank you again and let's play ball! Open to all of
the parishioners and neighboring families. Boys and
Girls welcome. For addi onal informa on please
contact us at cougars@catholicbaseball.com

PEOPLE FOR OTHERS (PFO)
January News
Potluck luncheon: Friday, January 11, 2019.
Time: from 11:30 to 2:00 p.m.
PFO will provide ﬁsh, chicken, desserts, free
Bingo games and prizes, birthday bags to take
home, and other prizes.
PFO Mass & Rosary: Saturday, January 12,
2019 at 5:00 p.m. We pray the Rosary at 4:30
p.m.
Informa on Mee ng: Thursday, January 10,
2019 at 8:35 a.m. (a er the 8:00 a.m. mass.)
We are looking for volunteers. Please help us
bring a smile to the forgo en residents of local
Rest Homes and Convalescent Homes, and by
helping others in the community. Invite a
friend, come and meet new friends during our
ac vi es.
Ques ons: John Gaudy 562-597-6917 or
Jenny Davidoﬀ 532-234-7043.
All are welcome to a end all PFO ac vi es.
We hope to see you at all ac vi es!
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RESPECT LIFE NEWS & NOTES

Meet the Face of the Millennial An -Abor on
Movement. Lila Rose, now 30, became a highproﬁle an -abor on ac vist a er she pretended to
be a 13-year-old and inﬁltrated Planned Parenthood
in 2008 hoping to get the organiza on de-funded.
This put Live Ac on, the nonproﬁt she founded as a
home schooled 15-year-old in her parents’ San Jose
living room, on the map. She has become a na onal
voice defending the unborn.
WANT TO KNOW WHEN THERE IS A PROLIFE
EVENT GOING ON IN YOUR AREA? CHECK OUT THIS
WEBSITE “PROLIFE EVENTS”AND TYPE IN YOUR ZIP
CODE. h p://prolifeevents.org/
WANT TO READ ARTICLES AND WATCH YOUTUBE
VIDEOS OF INTERVIEWS WITH FELLOW LOVERS OF
LIFE. CHECK OUT “CALENDAR FOR LIFE” AND SEE
THE MOST CUTTING-EDGE ARTICLES ABOUT
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE PROLIFE MINISTRY.
h p://www.calendarforlife.org/index.php

A woman was sitting in front of her fireplace.
She was all alone, thinking about the Christmas story. The more she thought about it, the more incredible she thought it was. Why would the Creator of
the universe decide to become human and live
among us? And if God actually did decide to do this,
why would God choose to be born in total poverty in
a shelter for animals?
The whole thing didn't make sense. In fact, it
seemed absurd. It seemed ridiculous.
Just then the woman was interrupted by a
strange sound outside. she couldn't imagine what it
was, so she went to the window and looked out.
There in the moonlight on the snow-covered lawn
she saw about a dozen geese. They were crying out
frantically and staggering about, dazed and confused.
The geese had apparently dropped out of the
flight formation of a larger flock flying south for the
winter. The sight of the exhausted geese stumbling
about in the cold snow moved the woman to pity.
She put on her coat, went outside, an opened the
door to her warm garage.
Then she tried to herd the geese into the garage. But the more the woman tried to help them, the
more frightened the geese became.
Soon they were scattered all across the lawn.
Instead of helping them, she was making matters
worse for them. Finally, after about twenty minutes
of trying, the woman gave up. As she stood there in
the moonlight, looking at the frightened geese, she
realized that they had no idea that she was trying to
help them. They had no idea that she was their
friend, not their enemy.
Then a strange thought came to the woman.
She thought that if just for one minute she could become one of them-an ordinary goose-and talk to
them in their language, she could explain to them
what she was trying to do.
And then it hit her. That's what Christmas is
all about. It's about God looking from heaven upon
the human race, staggering about dazed and confused, like the geese in the woman's yard. It's about
God looking from heaven upon the human race and
pitying them, as the woman pitied the geese in her
yard.
It's about God looking from heaven and say-

ing what the woman said about the geese: "If just for
a minute I could become one of them, and talk to
them in their language, I could tell them how much I
love them and want to help them."
At that moment the Christmas story suddenly
made sense. It was no longer incredible.
It was too beautiful for words. And that’s
what Christmas is all about. It' about God looking
from heaven and seeing the human race frightened
and confused. It's about God becoming human to let
the human race knows how much their Creator loves
them.
But Christmas is about something even more.
It' about God becoming one of us and communicating to the human race as are of God's own love
and concern. It's about God becoming one of us and
giving to the human race the power to do for one another what God did for them
About a month before Christmas in 1965, a
power failure blacked out New York City. The disaster occurred at the height of the evening rush hour.
Just when darkness was descending upon the city.
Thousands of commuters were trapped in pitch black
tunnels and darkened trains. Thousands were caught
in crowded elevators between the floors of skyscrapers. The people helped one another. They worked
together to help the elderly and the handicapped.
You could hear people singing on commuter trains
an in the darkened corridors of skyscrapers
The blackout and the nearness to Christmas
helped the people to discover a depth of goodness in
themselves that they never knew they possessed.
One reporter used these words of the prophet Isaiah
to describe the miracle: “The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great light; Upon those who
dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone." Isaiah
9:1
This is what Christmas is all about. It's about
God taking on flesh and becoming a member of the
human race. It's about God becoming one of us and
showing the human race how much their Creator
loves them. It's about God giving the human race the
power to do for one another what God does for us.
Siempre Adelante,

Fr. Mike

