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PASTOR’S
PASTOR’SCORNER
CORNER
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

TAKE THE NEXT STEP
By: Fr. Mike Gleeson, Pastor

knows

he right rear bumper of a car
Every motorist also
In other words,

John tells the people to come into the river and be
baptized as a sign that they wish to turn their lives in
the right direction. He makes it clear, however,
They
must take a second step and produce the fruits of repentance. (Luke 3:8) In
doesn’t turn their lives in the right direction. It is
merely a sign that they intend to do this. They must
do the turning themselves.
After John tells his listeners this, three groups
of people step forward. And each group asks him the
same question: “What then should we do?" In other
words, “What must we do to turn our lives in the
right direction?" John's reply to each group is revealing. Let's take the groups in reverse order and look
more closely at what John tells them.
The third group was made up of soldiers.
They were obviously Roman soldiers, that is, nonJews who were moved by John's preaching. To them
John said, "Do not practice extortion, do not falsely
accuse anyone." What was John's point?

For men and women not used to doing their
jobs this way, this was a tall order. It meant taking a
big step forward and approaching life in a spiritual
way.
The second group was made up of tax collectors. They were a step up from pagan soldiers- at
least they were supposed to be.
They were Jews who for all practical
purposes were living as pagans. They were Jews who
were living
John gave them much the same advice that he gave
the soldiers: "Stop collecting more than what is prescribed." Again, John wasn't telling them

He wasn't telling them to leave
their families, go into the desert, and do penance.
John was telling them to start living their lives in a
way that was in harmony with who they were: God's
Chosen People. For people who were Jews in name
only, this was a tall order. It meant taking a big step
forward and becoming Jews in fact, not just in name.
The first group was made up of Jews who
were living fairly faithful lives, but who could be doing much more. To them John said: "Whoever has
two cloaks should share with the person who has
none. And whoever has food should do likewise." In
other words, John was telling them what the prophets
had been saying for years. They should treat one another as brothers and sisters. They should treat one
another as they themselves would like to be treated if
their situations were reversed. For people not used to
doing this, again, this was a tall order. It meant taking a giant step forward in their relationship with God
and one another. John's response to each group follows a pattern. It comes down to this: Take the next
step in the journey of becoming who God called you
to be.
How does all this apply to us? Or to put it
another way, what would John say to us if we asked
him, "What should we do during Advent to prepare
for the coming of Jesus?" I think John would say to
us, "That depends on what group you are in. Before I
can tell you what you ought to do, I need to know
where you are." Are you in the same category the
soldiers were in? Are you treating people in an unChristian way? Then you must take a big step forward
and begin treating people in a Christian way.
Are you in the same category the tax collectors were in? Are you Christian in name only? Is
your Christianity mostly show, with relatively little
substance? Then you must take a big step forward
and become who you profess to be- and who God
called you to be. Are you in the same category the
"good" Jews were in? Are you a good Christian? but
capable of doing a lot more? Do you follow Jesus, but
not as closely as you should? Then you must take a
big step forward and begin to live more as Jesus
lived. You must begin to share with those in need
and to help them as Jesus did.
Siempre Adelante,

Fr. Mike

LITURGY
A LETTER FROM THE
LEADERSHIP TEAM OF THE
IRISH SISTERS OF CHARITY
As Religious Sisters of Charity we wish to
express our gra tude for the opportunity to
minister at St. Cornelius Parish over the past
65 years. At this me our religious order has
decided sadly to withdraw our presence by
May 2019. Sisters Teresa and Claire will be
joining our religious community in San Pedro
where their safety, wellbeing, and spiritual
needs will be met along with new
possibili es of service. We acknowledge the
many ways both sisters have inspired,
encouraged and been a presence to you.
Please support Sisters Teresa and Claire with
your prayers during this me of transi ons.
Sisters Bernade e, Eva, Madeleine
& Kathleen of the Leadership Team

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday, December 22
5:00 p.m.
Fr. Mike Gleeson
Lector:
Susana Tuiloma
Sunday, December 23
8:00 a.m.
Fr. Mike Gleeson
Lector:
Mary Beth Murchison
10:00 a.m. Fr. Bill McLean
Lector:
Kim Snow
12:00 Noon Fr. George Reynolds
Lector
Isabella Carbonara
5:00 p.m.
Fr. George Reynolds
Lector
Martha Haber

MASS INTENTIONS
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† = Indicates Deceased

Sunday, December 16
8:00 a.m.
†Jim & Marc koblensky
†Priscilla Cruz
10:00 a.m.
†Brian Tempel
†Fernando Capitulo
12:00 Noon
†Marjorie Miller
†Walter Benton
†Johnny Jose
5:00 p.m.
Alan Daurio
George & Tricia Mora
Monday, December 17
8:00 a.m.
Wendy Ruiz
†Petronilo L. Garcia Jr.
†Jack Ferraro
5:00 p.m.
Sr. Claire
Sr. Teresa
Tuesday, December 18
8:00 a.m.
†Petronilo L. Garcia Jr.
Sr. Claire
5:00 p.m.
†Ben Sevilla
†Margaret Dougherty Howard
Wednesday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
†Petronilo L. Garcia Jr.
Sr. Claire
5:00 p.m.
Souls in Purgatory
Thursday, December 20
8:00 a.m.
Frankie Rodriguez
Petronilo L. Garcia Jr.
5:00 p.m.
Kenny Neo Tuiloma (Birthday)
†Agnus M. Callahan
Friday, December 21
8:15 a.m.
Petronilo L. Garcia Jr.
Esther To
5:00 p.m.
Grace Grano
MariaLuisa Medina
Saturday, December 22
8:00 a.m.
The Cohen Family
The Hogan Family
5:00 p.m.
John & Margaret McFadyen
†Janice Wilbur
†Ramon Hibonada
Sunday, December 23
8:00 a.m.
Virginia Butler
Elizabeth Gaudy
10:00 a.m.
†Irene Snyder
†Brian Tempel
†Joseph Arnold
12:00 Noon
†Alba Lucy Elrod
†Tom & Rosemary Steinbroner
5:00 p.m.
†Joyce Antrobius
The Bell Family
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ADULT FAITH & SPIRITUALITY
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
In today’s Gospel John the Bap st
says, “Whoever has two cloaks
should share with the person who
has none. And whoever has food
should do likewise…” Christmas is
a me of love and gi giving…please share
your abundance by giving a gi to the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul so that those who do not
have clothes and food can share in the blessings of Christmas.

Please pray for the soul of

TERESA LEONETTI
Teresa was a long me parishioner
of St. Cornelius and will be
dearly missed.
May She Rest in Peace.

GIFT CARDS FOR CHRISTMAS
St. Cornelius Parish has a long tradition of helping others at Christmas time through Sister
Claire’s outreach program. Gift cards make it
easy to meet anyone’s needs. Gift card envelopes are provided near all the exits of the
church. Please drop your gift card envelopes in
the Sunday collection basket, or the rectory
mailbox. Thank you for helping to make someone else’s Christmas a little brighter!

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
For The Sick Who Have Asked To Be Remembered In Prayer:
Marcey McConnell Flood
Lance Edwall
Elizabeth Cannata
Adam & Carla Mars
Sandee Bradley
DJ Barwick
Peggy Hasse
Dolores Lounsbury
Peggy Pen s
Walter Bordeaux
Ghusn Mhawji
Martha Burris
Frances Boudreau
Lee Hicks
Julienne Aoga
Sio Patolo
Kasiano Alai
Fiu Iosefo Aoga
Mulitalo Mikaele
Patricia Wolfe
Samuel McCarthy
Sherill S llwell
Jonathan Kolp
Frank Novak
Jean Wells
Karen Gingras
Alvin York
Jack Alva Cooper
Greg & Laurie Kelly
Diane Reed
Larry Gaudy
Jill Lesko
Dave Wills
Henry Sarnecki
Bob Early
Jenni Rojas
Paxton Thompson
Rosa C. Lopez Diaz
Salvador Diaz
Rosa M. Vivar
Anna Salinas
Dennis Meza
Jessica Ortega
Erin Miskelly
Roman Romo
Jesus Palacios
Jim Kline
Carna Ahmadzai
Marta R. De Quiros
Fernando J. Rodriguez
Anna Coles
Ruben Diaz
Kathy Statlander
Sharon Barre
Olivia Howard
Jan Wynn
Carlos Jaramillo

Jessica Rigsby
Cliﬀ Richard
John Cutler
Alberto J. Smith
Anita Digregorio
Nadine Roberts
Deb Sanders
Carmen Bernales
Ronald Collins
Kenny Collins
William Priest
Harry Lacave
Nanda Wijetunga
Bret Has ngs
Leo Lucie
Jeﬀrey Newon
Gerry Wooldridge
Florence Dissman
Peter Gutherie
Janine Schonert
Pedro Caceres
Ron Hoﬀman
Rowan Haynes
Michael Cu er
Tina Cruz
Jana Arevalos
Tom Maguire
Audrey Longaberger
Madeline Carleton
Marilyn Wissler
Mary Sturgeleski
Al S llwell
Michael Chu
Pat Perez
Alejandrina Lopez
Kathy Anderson
Ray Sanchez
Dorothea Jakubowski
Kimmi Stephens
Richard Digney
Kyndal Dasenbrock
Bengie Mendoza
Kimberly Baca
John Triesch
Ida Griﬃn
Arieanna Cramer
Marta Veliz
Anita Bendo
Ari Robledo
Mar n Sudders
Luis Serrano
Tim Bowers
Kevin Weelborg
Carlo Jamarillo
Collin Keith
Clara M. Jimenez

PRAYER LIST
O en mes family members and friends call us to ask
that we pray for individuals during a trying health issue.
Most of the me they do not call back to let us know if
the person is well. Please contact the Rectory if your
loved one can be removed from the Prayer list.
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YOUTH MINISTRY
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

SCHOOL NEWS

Early Childhood Christmas Pageant
The children in the Early Childhood program will be
presen ng their annual Christmas program Sunday,
December 16th, a er the 10:00 am mass. Prepare to
be charmed and entertained! Please join us in the
church as they present the true meaning of Christmas.
Refreshments immediately following in the small hall.

Now Accep ng Applica on for 2019-2020
St. Cornelius School is now accep ng applica ons for the 2019-2020 school year. Transional Kindergarten (TK) and Kindergarten
applica ons are due to the school oﬃce by
January 31. Children applying for Transi onal
Kindergarten must be 4 years old by SeptemLas Posadas
ber 1, 2019. Children applying for KindergarThe students in the religious educa on program will
be par cipa ng in a tradi onal Las Posadas Join the
ten must be 5 years old by December 1,
journey as we follow along with Mary and Joseph as
2019. Kindergarten applicants will be
they search for shelter. All parishioners are invited to screened for readiness. Please call the school
join us on this journey, Thursday, December 20th,
oﬃce at (562) 425-7813 or drop by to pick
3:45 PM, star ng in the church.
up an applica on packet. Applica ons are
EDGE Night
also available on the school website at
Junior High Edge Night will be held on Thursday, Dewww.stcornelius.net.
cember 20th, in the Large Hall, from 7:00 – 8:30 pm.
Join us as we explore the hidden meaning of several
popular Christmas songs. All sixth, seventh and eighth
graders of the parish are welcome to join us for a fun,
faith-ﬁlled night of fellowship.

Open House, School Tours, and Pancake
Breakfast
Please join us on Sunday, January 27, 2019
from 9 a.m. to noon for the annual Open
THE LOS ANGELES RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CONGRESS
House, school tours and pancake breakfast.
RECongress is the largest annual gathering of its kind
The annual book fair will also be held in the
in the world. The four-day event is held at the Anaheim (Calif.) Conven on Center and is sponsored by
Diehl Family Library from 9:00 a.m. to noon.
the Los Angeles Oﬃce of Religious Educa on. Youth
Day (March 21, 2019) – Congress opens on Thursday
with a day-long event for high school youth. This is an
opportunity for students – not only from the Los Angeles Archdiocese but throughout California and the
western states – to come together and share in Liturgy, workshops, entertainment and to experience the
energy of a Youth Day Rally. Congress days (March
22 –24, 2019) The remaining three-day weekend is
open to adults and young adults and oﬀers more than
200 speakers presen ng over 300 workshops, in addion to lunch me entertainment, evening concerts, 16
Liturgies in a variety of characters, the Exhibit Hall and
much more.
Informa on is available online, www.recongress.org
or in the Religious educa on Oﬃce.

Pancake Breakfast ckets are $7.00 presale
or $8.00 at the door. Tickets may be purchased from any student athlete or the
school oﬃce. Breakfast includes; pancakes,
eggs, sausage, juice, and coﬀee.
No Bingo
Due to the Christmas holiday there is no Bingo on December 21 or 28.

COMMUNITY NEWS
CATHOLIC BASEBALL LEAGUE
It's ge ng close to that me of year again! Time for
St. Cornelius Catholic Baseball! On December 15,
2018, registra on will open online to enroll your
child for the upcoming 2019 season. An "early bird"
registra on discount will be available December 15,
2018 thru January 6, 2019. Regular registra on
starts on January 7th and ends on January 27th.
Prac ces are set to start in February with games
beginning in March/Early April.
Thank you again and let's play ball! Open to all of
the parishioners and neighboring families. Boys and
Girls welcome. For addi onal informa on please
contact us at cougars@catholicbaseball.com

PEOPLE FOR OTHERS (PFO)
January News
Potluck luncheon: Friday, January 11, 2019.
Time: from 11:30 to 2:00 p.m.
PFO will provide ﬁsh, chicken, desserts, free
Bingo games and prizes, birthday bags to take
home, and other prizes.
PFO Mass & Rosary: Saturday, January 12,
2019 at 5:00 p.m. We pray the Rosary at 4:30
p.m.
Informa on Mee ng: Thursday, January 10,
2019 at 8:35 a.m. (a er the 8:00 a.m. mass.)
We are looking for volunteers. Please help us
bring a smile to the forgo en residents of local
Rest Homes and Convalescent Homes, and by
helping others in the community. Invite a
friend, come and meet new friends during our
ac vi es.
Ques ons: John Gaudy 562-597-6917 or
Jenny Davidoﬀ 532-234-7043.
All are welcome to a end all PFO ac vi es.
We hope to see you at all ac vi es!
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RESPECT LIFE NEWS & NOTES

HAS SAVED 205 BABIES IN 2018!
AudioGirl Ministries and the St. Cornelius
Respect Life Team have placed two lifesaving
ultrasound machines at
Horizon Pregnancy Clinic.
Thanks to all who support our eﬀorts!
YOU are helping save lives.
In LA County there are more than 28,000
children in foster care. And sadly, every
day more children enter the system.
If you’ve been thinking about adop ng or
fostering a child… a simple visit
to FosterAll.org can change the course of a
child’s life . . and yours.
FosterAll takes the guesswork out of naviga ng the foster/adopt process and will
match you with a Foster Family Agency that
will walk with you through the en re process. Visit FosterAll.org for more info

Do you know how to defend your pro-life posi on? Afraid you’ll say the wrong thing? You
will love this APP:

Visit AudioGirlMinistries.com for more info
and direct links to The Power of 7 APP!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Christmas Schedule—2018
PENANCE SERVICE
Monday, December 17th
7:00 p.m. Our Lady of Refuge
Tuesday, December 18th
7:00 p.m. - St. Joseph's
Friday, December 21st
a er 5:00 p.m. Mass
Saturday, December 22nd
a er 8:00 a.m. Mass and 4:00 p.m.—4:45 p.m.
CHRISTMAS EVE MASS SCHEDULE
Monday, December 24th - Christmas Eve
3:30 p.m. Samoan Choir - Church
(Music program begins at 3:00 p.m.)
3:30 p.m. Children's Choir - Large Hall
5:30 p.m. Organist & Cantor
10:00 p.m. Adult Choir - (Music program begins at 9:30 p.m.)
Tuesday,. December 25th - Christmas Day
8:00 a.m., and 11:00 a.m.
There will be no evening Mass
NEW YEAR’S EVE MASS SCHEDULE
Monday, New Year’s Eve
8:00 a.m., and 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, January 1, 2019
New Year’s Day
8:00 a.m., & 12:00 Noon
No Evening Mass

